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Israel uses 
housing 
growth to 
cement 
grip on 
Jerusalem 

By Barton Gellman 
OCCUPIED JERUSA¬ 
LEM—From a high hill 
over East Jerusalem's 
Mar Ilyas monastery, 
where rusting barbed 
wire and broken bunkers 
mark an old Jordanian 
army post, Palestinian 
geographer Khalil Tufakji 
swept his arm from north 
to south. 

At the top of the arc 
sprawled the Arab village 
of Umm Tuba, looking 
more or less as it did 
when Israel annexed it to 
Jerusalem 30 years ago: 
dirt and crumbling 
asphalt ruads and scat¬ 
tered two-story homes. 

A mile or so away 
stood the pine-covered 
hill where Israel's gov- 

News 

Analysis 


emmeni has announced 
plans, to raise a modem, 
high-rise neighborhood 
for 30.000 Jews—with 
shopping centers. land¬ 
scaped parks, tourist 
hotels and a public swim¬ 
ming pool. 

If built as intended, the 
new neighborhood of Har 
Homa would complete a 
stunning mins formation 
in the historically Arab 
portion of the holy city. 
The Jewish population of 
East Jerusalem, which 
stood at zero when Israel 
captured it in the 1967 
Middle East War and 
reached parity with the 
Arabs in the 1990s. 
would become the deci¬ 
sive majority there. 

‘This is reality." 
Tufakji said. “Reality is 
geography. ^Reality is 
demography." 

Equally important to 
Israeli planners. Har 
Homa would come dose 
to completing the encir¬ 
clement of East Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Arab neighbor¬ 
hoods. foreclosing their 
evolution as capital of a 
hoped-for Palestinian 
state.. Il would join a ter¬ 
raced stone fortress of 
Jewish settlement, linked 
by roads and services, 
winding counterclock¬ 
wise from Gilo tn the 
city's south to Ramot in 
the northwest- 

rnntinned op page 2 
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Jordanians prepare for 
a legal battle over 
properties in Israel 
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By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
AS IF Jordunian-Isrucli 
relations were not strained 
enough, a new crisis is cast¬ 
ing its shadow on hiluicra! 
tics this time over the fate 
of properties owned by Jor¬ 
danians in Israel. These 
properties arc ruled by the 
so-called Israeli “absentee’s 
property Jaw” of J 950. 

This law was imposed by 
the Israeli occupation 
authorities two years alter 
the declaration of the Jew¬ 
ish state in Palestine in 
1948. The law gives Israel 
the right to seize properties 
belonging to those who fled 
the fighting and others who 
stayed on their land. Also 
the law gives Israel the 
right to use lands owned by 
Palestinians who were 
forced to abandon their 
properties and which later 
became under the control of 
the so-called “absentee's. 


properly guard". 

The “absentees property 
guard" transferred owner¬ 
ship of much of this land in 
the “Israeli Development 
Corp.." created by the 
Israeli Knesset at that time. 

Immediately after the 
signing of the peace treaty 
in”October 1994. the Jorda¬ 
nian government demanded 
that Israel returns all prop¬ 
erties owned by its citizens 
of Palestinian origin and 
others in Israel. But Israel 
dodged the issue and sug¬ 
gested that it he postponed. 
Last month it announced 
that it will continue in'deal 
with "Jordanian lands and 
houses in Israel in accor¬ 
dance to the absentee's 
property law of 1950.” 

The Jordanian govern¬ 
ment, on the other hand, is 
determined not to give in on 
the issue. 

Till now “we have no 
official response from the 
Israeli go.vernment.” Dr 


Marwan Mu as her. Minister 
»»f Information told The 
Shir. Wednesday. “We are 
seeking to negotiate the 
issue with (he Israeli side 
through nur committee.” 

The Jordanian govern¬ 
ment also based its claims 
on Article 26 nl the peace 
treaty which states that 
within three months ol the 
ratification of the treaty 
“the parties [Jordan and 
Israeli undertake to enact 
any legislation necessary to 
implement the treaty, and 
terminate any international 
commitments and repeal 
any legislation thjt i.s 
inconsistent with the 
treaty." 

The Israeli government 
claimed that the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty “allows 
Israel to continue imple¬ 
menting its Ijvvs regarding 
properties not owned by 
Jews.” The Israeli govern¬ 
ment also claims that the 
Jordan ian-lsraeli peace 
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# German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel ended a 24-hour visit to Jordan. Wednesday. 
He was received by His Majesty King Hussein and Crown Prince Hassan. During a press 
conference he said that any building of settlements in the Occupied Territories is an 
obstacle to the peace process. He send that this was not only a German view but a Euro¬ 
pean one. He added that the Middle East had no alternative to peace and in this respect 
paid tribute to Jordan ’s key role in the region. At the head of a top level German business 
delegation, Mr Kinkel met with Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti were they discussed 
issues of mutual economic cooperation. 


treats doe* not rule on the 
tale ot lands and houses in 
Israel which are owned by 
Jordanians. 

J or J:«n maintains that the 
Israeli law of 1950 is a 
clear violation of article 2b 
of I he peace treaty. Jordan 
says that Israel recognizes 
that ii does not own those 
properties jn lung as they 
are considered as “absen¬ 
tee' \ property". 

Rcgai ding article 26 of 
the treaty “the Israeli con¬ 
tinuation to implement the 
law fnf I o 50 | is a clear vio¬ 
lation to the peace treaty 
signed between the two 
sides.” Dr Nafe’ AI Hassan 
told The Star. Al Hassan. 
who is mi expert in interna¬ 
tional law and in refugee 
j flairs, asked the Jordanian 
government to take up the 
fight on two levels, politi¬ 
cally and legally. 

Early in 1995. Jordan pre¬ 
sented an official letter to 
the Uraeli Foreien Ministry 
stating thjt Israel abandons’ 
properties under the "absen¬ 
tee's properly law" and 
return it 10 " its lawful 
owners. 

The government asked 
those Jordanians who own 
property in Israel to go 
there and assign lawyers to 
file cases in Israeli courts 
to redeem their legitimate 
properties. 

In 1**95. the government 
in Jordan formed a special 
ministerial I'ollow-up com¬ 
mittee. It is headed by the 
Minister of Finance with 
the membership of Badri Al 
Mulqi. Inrm^r director of 
the Land and Survey Dept.. 
Ibrahim Mesmar. current 
Ji reel nr of the said depart¬ 
ment. Kamel Nassrawi. and 
former head of ihe docu¬ 
mental ion bureau of the 
department. The committee 
also has the two secretary 
generals ol the ministries of 
justice and interior. 

According to the text of 
the Israeli law no 5755 of 
I95n known j> “absentee.” 
article One/B of the law 
identifies the absentee as 
"any person who legally 
owns property in Israel." 
which includes citizens 
I'nuii Lebanon. Egypt. 
Syria. Saudi Arabia. Iraq. 

Continued on page 3 
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Sudan presents picture of 
‘enlightened’ fundamentalism 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
KHARTOUM—In the deserted 
stairwell of a dilapidated office 
building, a boy and a girl are 
talking quietly, holding hands, 
out of sight of the lunchtime 
masses. 

Although the behavior police 
and the neighborhood surveil¬ 
lance committees are attuned to 
who goes where and with 
whom in this dusty city on the 
Nile, the two (overs are cau¬ 
tious but unworried Out on the 
street below, a woman walks 
quickly from 
her office 10 

her car with ■ _ -/iVvDJ 

uncovered, Worm 

despite rules • . 

r irin Vbt Report 

places. 

“They tel). 
me to wear it, 

and if i don't, they can bring 
me to the police station for 


immodesty.’’ said ihc woman. 
Alya Kanar. a university 
instructor in her mid-30s. “But 
I think my religion is my own 
business, and that it should be 
up to me how I dress." 

Sudan, the largest country in 
Africa and one of the poorest, 
has been in the midst of an 
Islamic “revolution" since 
1989, when a small religious 
parly seized control in a blond- 
less coup, hoping to transform 
its society. Like Saudi Arabia. 
Afghanistan and Iran, there are 

now strict rules 
and laws here ban- 
TJ ning alcohol, adul- 

tery and unsuper- 
'#8117 vised mixing 

between the sexes 
« 4- among other 

U I L thing. 1 ?—as well as 

the traditional 
Islamic punish¬ 
ments that include 
amputations, stoning. Hugging 
and death. 



Turabi: A kinder, gentler Islam 


In a country where one’s 
faith used m he a relatively pri- 
vatc matter, religions instruc¬ 
tion is now required at virtually 
all hdtuuh. and the behavior 


TBjlHM': police keep guard 
over the morality of 
I cili/en> 

, \ cl somehow. 

f even utter eight 
; years, this enormous 
country nf 36 million 
• people remains dif- 
1 lercnt from the other 
Islamik. nations of the 
‘ Middle EiisL For one 
, thing. Ihe people of 
1 Sudan have simply 
! refused to accept 
j many of the religious 
Mrietures. The jmpu- 
Jjjl laliuiis and sionittgs 
called for in ihe 
penal code. for 
instance, are rarely 
n carried out— 

pnjhably because 
the Sudanese were 
so publicly hiirrified in the 
H'Stis when they were first 
imposed. Women—dmiiiedlv a 
small number nf them—flout 

Continued on page 2 
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Clinton criticizes Israel, 
but promises Arafat little 

Netanyahu orders closures of four Palestinian offices 
in Jerusalem before meeting President Mubarak 

WASHINGTON—One day 
after President Yasser Ara¬ 
fat met L'S President Clinton. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu shut down four 
Palestinian institutions in 
Jerusalem. 

During his meeting with Ara¬ 
fat. Monday, the US escalated 
its criticism" of Israel's decision 
to build additional housing for 
Jews in East Jerusalem. Clinton 
and other US officials elevated 
the status of Palestinian leader 
Arafat by receiving him with 
generous doses of time, praise 
and commitment. 

Arafat, who under US law is 
still the head of a terrorist organ¬ 
ization and can be received only 
with a presidential waiver, was 

hSfor Srsitt ftps a warm "“pto”- *»' iiau “»*• «-> »/'*<• 

spokcMiian Nicholas Bums the plans could spark fresh very careful about that, and his 

hailed him as "a man who has unrest and violence. In the CNN restraint is admirable." 

made a fundamental commit- interview. Arafat likened Jeru- This is the sixth lime Arafat 

ment tu peace/' salem to Rome, which is at has met Clinton. McCuny said. 

“I appreciate his coming 10 once the capital of the Vatican but ii is the first time he has 

see me." Clinton said of the lor- and Italy. “Where there i.s a come lo Washington as a leader 

me f r > Ararju umil w ’| l - “ wa - v -" h , e “j?- in his own right, rather than as a 

a tew years ago could never In his public remarks Clinton _. lrt ■" ^ ol 

have dreamed of hearing a US gave no indication of what, if ?veni ^ 
president say such a thing. anything, he might do to try to ... , , . - 

Alter meeting with Arafat for influence the Israelis to change Alter seeing Clinton, Ararat 
an hour and 20 minutes, inctud- their decision on the matter. s P? nt more than four hours with 
ing 2lt minutes alone. Clinton which has sparked strong pro- Secretary of State Madeleine K. 

said the decision last month by tests by Palestinians. Albright, parts of which were 

Israel to construct 6500 housing Arafat “was clearly very con- joined by Treasury Secretary 

units for Jews between mostly cemed and emotional on the Robert E. Rubin and by J. Brian 

Arab communities in East Jeru- subject" of the housing planned Atwood, administrator of the 

salem "builds mistrust. And I in Jabai Abu Ghneim. White US Agency for International 

wish that it had not been made.” House spokesman Michael Development. 

Clinton's comments were McCurry said. “.And the presi- As a result of those talks 

similar 10 Crilirism of ihe Israeli drnt ceruinly understood the Bums Ihc Uniled 
decision made last week hv basis of that emotion, and you - ... 

Bums, bur erilicism of IsnWl heard rhe president himself 

takes on added resonance when express his concern about steps * ! urm Q htgh-Ie'd joint 

it comes from the president. The that do not work to build confi- C0Tnmillce 10 roonJtnate policy 

reception accorded to Arafat dence between the parties in the ? n economic and political 

was designed both to reinforce peace process.” issues, 

the criticism of Israel and to The US position is that Ihc Uniled Stales has similar 

enhance the status of a leader future of Jersualem is one of the bilateral committees with Rus- 

whom the administration has “final status'* issues that Israel sia. Egypt and South Africa, 

come to regard ax indispensable has agreed to negotiate with the Putting the Palestinian Author- 

to ihc peace process. Palestinians and that neither ity in such company gives Ara* 

Arafal told CNN he believed side should take unilateral steps fat a political bonus that 

Clinton would discuss the mat- that prejudice the negou'ations. chances his position among a 

tor with Pnmc M.msier Netan- But neither Clinton nor any ^tinian ppp Ulace lhal J* 

yahu. He said he will tty. other official cave any mdica- . hnUfn ..ianc^/f .. ... . • .. 

because the decision has been lion Monday that the adminis- - ... . * r . . “. restJve 

taken by Netanyahu himself.” tration would take specific steps T 1 ®, s eadei ^ h, P- 

Arafat said. to head off the controversial u A,bn L P and Arafat w '» co- 

He added that he hoped housing development. chair this committee. The pur- 

Washingion would play a role Asked if Arafat had warned ® urns S3,{1 - be to 

in halting construction of the that there would be bloodshed if . sure that each of us is 

new housing, while his top Israel proceeds with construe- .'meeting our commitments, eco- 

negotiator. Mobil Shaath, lion. McCurry replied that the' nomic and political and other- 

warned that l.tilure to reverse Palestinian leader "has been wise, to each other/’■ 


came out of the meeting 

very careful about that, and his 
restraint is admirable." 

This is the sixth time Arafat 
has met Clinton. McCurry said, 
but ii is ihc first time he has 
come to Washington as a leader 
in his own right, rather than as a 
participant in a multi-national 
event. 

After seeing Clinton, Arafat 
spent more than four hours with 
Secretary of State Madeleine K. 
Albright, parts of which were 
joined by Treasury Secretary 
Robert E. Rubin and by J. Brian 
Atwood, administrator of the 
US Agency for International 
Development. 

As a result of those talks. 
Bums said, the Uniled Slates 
and Arafat’s Palestinian Author¬ 
ity will form a high-level joint 
committee to coordinate policy 
on economic and political 
issues. 

The Uniled Stales has similar 
bilateral committees with Rus¬ 
sia. Egypt and South Africa. 
Putting the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity in such company gives Ara¬ 
fat a political bonus that 
enhances his position among a 
Palestinian populace that has 
shown signs of growing restive 
about Arafat's leadership. 

Albright and Arafat will co- 
chair this committee. The pur¬ 
pose. Burns said, will be to 
. Pfciijke sure that each of us is 
. nfeeiing our commitments, eco¬ 
nomic and political and other¬ 
wise. to each other." ■ 
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77ze A/ Hussein Social Institution 

Orphans’ cries get 
a hearing at last 


By Manal Omar 

Special In The Slur 

"AHLAN WA SAHLAN." shout the group of kids no 
older then six years old the moment you open the door 
in one of the rooms at the Al Hussein Social Institu¬ 
tion. The chorus of orphans run immediately, almost 
stumbling over each other as they try to hug you. Each 
orphan's eye tells :• different story, but the reflection 
culling for affect tor is the same. 

No'matier who you arc. a visit to the AI Hussein 
Social Institution which is home to 175 orphans, will 
leave a deep a/J profound impact. The hard living 
conditions coupled with the p'ixious children’s eager¬ 
ness for affection will leave tears in the eyes. A visit to 
the center will haunt the ho.-dest of hearts, and moti¬ 
vate the generous for action. 

The conditions of A! Hussein Social Institution 
were brought under the spotlight after a surprise visit 
by Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. 
The visit was inspired aocr the incident with the child 
Noha. who was repeatedly denied treatment by three 
dilleren: hospitals after suffering from intense renal 
pains. Only four years old. the child was being treated 
at Ai Bashcer hospital but to no avail, until she was 
transferred to the Italian Hospital. The diagnosis 
showed thJl Noha was suffering from kidney prob¬ 
lems. and the treatment in AI Bashecr had not been 
productive. It was suggested that Noha be transferred 
to the University Hospital, where her nanny was 
informed the child could not be treated until several 
conditions were met. Fortunately for Noha. word was 
reached to HM King Hussein and full treatment was 
covered by the Royal Court. 

Nonetheless, the question of the health care and life¬ 
style of orphans was raised to the public. The visit to 
Noha's home by Their Majesties was completely 
unplanned. The sight of the orphans left a deep effect 
<m the King, to the point that he found himself trou¬ 
bled to sleep. From the six orphanages in Amman, and 
the 17 in Jordan, the AI Hussein Social Institution 
established in 1953. is the only one that bears the 


King's name. The next morning crucial changes were 
announced for the future of the Institution. The King 
offered his own palace as the new building and the cur¬ 
rent Director was transferred to a different ministry. 

Despite the changes, the question of the conditions 
of the AI Hussein Social Institution still lurk in peo¬ 
ple's mind. "Our hands are lied. Wc can only work 
with the resources WC have.” explains Mrs Runiu Kha- 
sawneh. the newly-appointed director as of 1 March. 
The Institution is home to boys from newborn to six 
years old. and females range from newborn to 12 years 
old. The ratio of nanny to child is unbalanced, with the 
Institution having only 44 employees divided between 
three separate shifts. In the evenings, a maximum of 
10 nannies are with 175 children. As a result, the ques¬ 
tion of proper treatment is inevitably raised. Most 
importantly is the fact that the vast majority of 
employees are unqualified to work in such a Held, the 
average holding only a high school diploma. The Insti¬ 
tution only has one university graduate, and four two 
year college graduates in the Held of social work 

As for the actual physical conditions of the orphan¬ 
age. they are not as harsh as many have portrayed. 
The orphans arc placed in different sectors, and lor the 
past eight years the Institute has implemented a family 
system. The children are placed in a home with other 
children from different age groups who represent their 
siblings. They have one nanny who becomes their 
mother figure. "Wc live exactly as □ family Joes. It's 
like I am a widow with all my kids." explains Mav- 
soon Zeidan. the only permanent nanny at the 
Institution. 

There are three to four different homes, and there is 
also a special area dedicated to helping the students 
with their education after they return from elemenurv 
school. The homes con easily be considered i» be one 
of the bener homes in East Amman and in other disad¬ 
vantaged areas in Jordan. Equipment such as a heating 
system, a full kitchen, and television sets make the 
home environment for the orphans comfortable jnd 
complete. 



HM king Hussein with children from the At Hussein Social Institution 


The King emphasized on a number of occasions that 
the Ministry of Social Welfare was not to blame, nor 
was the administration «>l the Institution. 'The build¬ 
ing is great and our employees are dedicated. The rea¬ 
son for any poor conditions is merely money. We do 
not have a large budget." reaffirms Khalil Al Bana.the 
Director of Public Relations at the Ministry of Social 
Development. The King's visit brought attention to the 
Institute, and along with it brought much criticism. 
Therefore, the finger of blame was immediately 
pointed, at the institution. With such a limited budget 
there is little that can he accomplished. At the same 
time, through all the criticism that the Institute has 
received, very little action from the community itself 
to reverse the situation has been implemented. Due to 
its location in East Amman. AI Hussein Social Center 
is often neglected from public donations and contribu¬ 
tions. The Inslitmimis in West Amman receive a 


plethora of donations, and during parts of the year 
even have an access amount of meaL 

Perhaps one of the main concern for the orphans is 
receiving the proper attention. No matter where you 
walk the little children flock to you. screaming 
"mama, mama.'* A simple hug brings a broad smile 
on their lace. Even the little infants instantly respond 
to you. and the older infants reach out their tiny little 
hands desperately searching for affectionate touch, it 
is easy to forget about this part of the community, 
especially when we refuse to visit and witness these 
children for ourselves. It is even easier to point fin¬ 
gers and blame their discomfort on the administra¬ 
tion. However, the orphans of Jordan's community is 
our responsibility. Only when the community as a 
whole is motivated to take action can the crucial 
changes in our social centers be accomplished. ■ 
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Israel uses housing growth to 
cement grip on Jerusalem 


Continued from page 1 

The last gap in the circle, to 
the east, would be dosed by the 
aptly named Eastern Gate pro¬ 
ject. now in advanced stages of 
planning h\ Infrastructure Min¬ 
ister Ariel Sharon, 

Many outsider*, even those 
who regard themselves as well 
informed, still conceive Jerusa¬ 
lem in the two halves that 
Jelined it until 1967: ,i Jewish 
west and an Arab cast, even if 
Israel holds formal .sway over 
both. The realities Tufakji spoke 
nf are m her wise. 

Israel’s government, under 
Jhc Labor and Likud pjnics 
alike, has poured more than 
17ti.mili Jewish residents into 
the city’s eastern side in the past 
30 years, nearly all of them on 
land expropriated from private 
Arab owners. Meanwhile, an 
intricate wch of legal and 
hurcaucratic impediments, 
according to government docu¬ 


ments and former municipal 
planners, has stifled Arab 
growth. 

Government data show that 
Israel has expropriated for 
"public purposes" more than 
one-third of all the real estate in 
East Jerusalem from its predom¬ 
inantly Arab owners. Jerusa¬ 
lem's municipal planning 
board, on which no Arab has 
ever held a seat, assigned most 
of the land to new housing— 
and all of the housing to Israeli 
Jews. 

Of the 38.500 apartments 
built on expropriated land in 
East Jerusalem since I9b8. 
none has been built for Aruhs. 
There are now nearly twice as 
many Jewish apartments in East 
Jerusalem as Arab ones. 

None of that is new. Bui Har 
Harm, which Arabs call Jabal 
Abu Ghcnaim. is Israel's first 
major move to tighten its grip 
on East Jerusalem in the cm of 
peace. 

The land on which Har Homa 
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Israeli Mayor of Jerusalem Ehud Ohnert shows reporters the area for the settlement that 
is to be built on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
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would be built was expropri¬ 
ated—unusually, more from 
Jewish than Arab owners—in 
May 1991. but no government 
has dared begin construction. 

The Madrid peace conference, 
which commenced a new stage 
of Israeli-Arab diplomacy, 
began five months later, and the 
intervening years have seen 
accords with die Palestine Liber¬ 
ation Organization and Jordan in 

which Israel pledged_ 

to negotiate Jerusa¬ 
lem’s future with its £ J 

Arab partners. 

Prime Minister we 

Benjamin Netanyahu *** 

is gambling that he ^ 

can impose new facts 
on the ground, over ISR AEL 
Palestinian and inter- 
national objections. 
without endangering 
the ongoing peace f Jen 

talks unduly. His V 

closest Arab interloc- ■ 

utors say he is wrong. ' \ 
but it is not clear J ■' 
whether tht^ will S 

match their words : . . 

with deeds. j* 

His Majesty King 
Hussein used an 
interview with 
Israel's best-selling 
newspaper. Yedioth , Souma: 

Aharonoth. to warn [ MwwC 

Netanyahu on Friday 
that Arabs "should 
not be taunted or humiliated" 
lest fsrael "endanger a(( that we 
have accomplished up to now." 
Egyptian President Hosni Muba¬ 
rak said flatly. **l warn of a dete¬ 
rioration of this situation." 

Netanyahu, realistically, has 
no hope of reconciling them, 
still less Palestinian leader Yas¬ 
ser Arafat, to the project. Netan¬ 
yahu’s political strategy is to 
limit the regional backlash by 
winning the battle for world 
opinion. 

To foreign audiences, Netan¬ 
yahu is marketing the new 
development as a project of 
Arab-Jewish co-existence, with 
benefits to both Israelis and Pal¬ 
estinians. He repeatedly has 
linked construction of Har 
Homa’s first 2500 Jewish apart¬ 
ments—actually. 6500 are 
approved—to what he says will 


be 3015 new Arab homes. 

Netanyahu told interviewer 
David Frost Iasi week in a tele¬ 
vised conversation that the gov¬ 
ernment is building "a greater 
number of Palestinian houses" 
than Jewish ones. 

Foreign Minister David Lcvv. 


Chcshcn calls the promise of 
Arab housing "a joke." it is nec¬ 
essary to grasp the differences 
between Har Horn* and an 
Arab construction proposal. 

Cheshen. who directed Arab 
affairs for the Jerusalem munic¬ 
ipality until 1992. said the gov- 


missraiing the official claim. . emmem is doing for Har Homa 


likewise told a Tokyo news con¬ 
ference that he is "filled with 
pride that the Israeli cabinet 
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, Source: 'Jerusalem <n the Twentieth Century. * tjy 
i Mar w G*wrL Mm WJey & Sorts, 1996 


decided to build 35110 housing 
units for the Arab population." 

In fact, the government did 
not decide to build any housing 
for Arabs. Neither did it decide 
to sponsor or grant permits to 
build any Arab housing. And for 
all the government's insistence, 
as chief spokesman Moshc 
Fogcl pit it. that "there will be 
construction for Jews and Arabs 
alike." there was virtually noth¬ 
ing alike in the government's 
building decisions for Jews and 
Arabs last week. 

'To put it nicely, it's a dream 
he has.” said Sarah Fox 
Kaminker. a former municipal 
planner and city council mem¬ 
ber in Jerusalem, referring in 
Netanyahu's statements on Arab 
building. "I could put it mu 
nicely, ton." 

To understand why Amir 


what it did for all Jewish build¬ 
ing projects since 1967—taking 
ownership of the land, drawing 
the neighborhood plans. 
- ' dividing the land into 
parcels and expediting 
| the zoning decisions on 
each, soliciting bids 
/so from contractors and 
then distributing finan¬ 
cial aid to the contractors 

* and. later, apartment 
I buyers. 

* | For the 3015 projected 

new Arah apartments, 
the government did none 
^ of that. It simply noted 
its previous decision in 
. j principle to spend $38 
; I million on road work in 
j East Jerusalem—just 
! , over I percent of which 
t has been obligated to 
T 1 date—und estimated 
c j how many apartments 
could be built, on 
I extremely optimistic 
■ ■ assumptions, along the 
I resurfaced roads. 

U did not. however, 
grant permits for that 
construction, which is a matter 
for municipal planning boards. 

The last time Israel expropri¬ 
ated a large chunk of East Jeru¬ 
salem for Jewish construction, 
in March 1980. it pledged to 
authorize 18000 Arab apart¬ 
ments in the Beit Hanina neigh¬ 
borhood alongside a new Jew¬ 
ish neighborhood. Pisgut Zeev. 

The municipal planning 
board stalled the plan for years, 
cutting it to 16000 units, then 
11U0U. then 7500. but still leav¬ 
ing it unapproved. Seventeen 
years later, not one Arab apart¬ 
ment has resulted. 

Pisgyl Zeev. by contrasL is 
today a suburb of 35200 Jews. 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Islamist Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani leaving the chamber 

Deputies walk out 

ISLAMIST DEPUTIES joined by deputies JVazih Ammarin and 
Khalil Haddadin walked out of the Lower House's session last 
Sunday. The deputies protested the government reply to their 
demand to suspend relations between Jordan and Israel, and to 
withdraw the Jordanian ambassador in Tel Aviv. 

Addressing the House, deputy Hamza Mansour, spokesman 
of the 14-member Islami c bJoc in the Lower House, demanded 
that the government terminate relations with Israel and with¬ 
draw-Jordan's ambassador. 

Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti responded quietly 
to the deputies' demand. He called for restraint. The Prime 
Minister asked whether suspending relations with Israel and 
withdrawing Jordan's ambassador in Tel Aviv could serve Jor¬ 
danian interest. He added that suspending the treaty is a matter 
of sovereignty. Kabariti then asked deputies “to remain stead¬ 
fast and not to walk out as a way to confront the issue.” But the 
deputies walked out regardless. The deputies, who oppose the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, made their call to terminate rela¬ 
tions with Israel as a reaction to the Israeli government decision 
to set up a Jewish neighborhood in Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

The Islamists deputies boycotted Wednesday's session and 
are considering boycotting future sessions of tbe Lower House. 
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Islam 

Continued fromp^ 

the dress codes -ytsibjy in' 
Khartoum. .It ' is ; ; -flop, 
uncommon to find borner 
brewed alcohol in peo^> 
pie's houses.-, Boys'dreL" 
girls conaiye . to - meet, 
despite the best efforts^- 
the surveillance agencies-,# 1 

“Their whole idea;Jfc 
this government,. 

remold the Sudanese cifc 
zen.” said one young Jaw?., 
yer in Khartoutri-^w&E 
asked not to be identified. ^ 
“But they're findjng^ifjs:-- 
not so easy cb impose: 
their Arab and Jslamicr 
policies on a country tijaL 
has strong pulls ih oijep 
directions, whore thecaf-, 
rural identity of jthe Reople; 
is not homogenous.". 1 7 

There are many rehStitB? 
why Sudan's brand 
Islam is different firdm= 
-that of its neighbors. Tts: 
population is 70 percent 
Muslim., with the restdC 
the people divided 
between Christianity 1 
ani mist African refigi 
The influence of Africa— 
its tribal culture;' fell 
clothes, music and .UUK; 
guages. and its different' 
mores about sex. dtidk; 
pictv and other matters^ 
is irrepressible. „' j 

“We are Afrifcariswht> 
speak Arabic, we're rth 
Arabized African comanfr 
nicy—and that -influences’* 
everything we do."- said-f: 
Sayed Kbattib. editoij 
the daily newspaper Af*? 
Ingaz- “Banning musics 
for instance, or treating^, 
women harshly the 
they do m many Arab-? 
countries, would bc vetyrV 
difficult to imagine 

To some extcnt^ifilp 
idea of a kinder, gender;- 
Islam has received the. 
hacking of Hassan Ttirabi,- 
the 65-year-old leader dL 
the ruling Nation^ 
Islamic Front who is jf&z 
real power behind'jibe:v 
government of. Sudani 
Although Turabi insists 
the state should' 116 - 311 
Islamic one. he says he 
believes in a modem inter¬ 
pretation o^theQur’an. 
He says, for instance,: that 
women should be equal 
members of the society;! 
music should be allowed; 
and apostates should not 
be put to death-opinions 
that have had tbe S6r- 
honne-educated Turabi 
branded a dangerous here¬ 
tic by the stricter 
fundamentalists. 

•’Dr Turabi is on the lib¬ 
eral edge of Islamic theol¬ 
ogy.” said one Western 
ambassador in Khartoum 
who asked not to be iden¬ 
tified. "He believes that 
you have to read the 
Qur’an intelligently, and 
in the light of circum¬ 
stances—not just lake it at 
face value." ■ 

LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 


Private tuition for stu¬ 
dents of IGCSE/GCE iir 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, 
by a well qualified and 
experienced lady teacher.- 
Tel: 679207 


(_ _J; Jordan's poti&caf, economic 
: ; 'S£Si and cidtural weekly 

France... 

The Star will publish a special 
French-language supplement to be 
distributed in France in cooperation with the 
Jordan Tourism Board during the activities of 
the Jordanian Season in France (March to 
August). The special issue will be published 
on 20 March and will provide Jordanian 
businesses with an opportunity to reach 
French public interested in Jordan. For more 
information about putting your message 
please call Mahmoud Fares 
on 645-380 or 652-380. 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Minister resigns 

!.U e , M t i J nisler “ fStal! for Forei S" Affairs, Mr Khalid 
Ai Madanda. submitted his resignation earlier this week. 
Although he would not gave any reason for this step, 
pohucjrt observers speculate that Mr Midahda differed 
with Pnme Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti over the 
ronnrng of the Foreign Ministry. The Prime Minister 
controls the Foreign Ministry portfolio. 

Booted out 

■ Labor relations in this country don't too bright at the 
moment. The thing that is talked about most these days is 
the on-going industrial action by the engineers which 
seems to be fizzling out. However, there arc others. 
About 100 workers in the Jordan Cigarettes and Tobacco 
Co., have been dismissed at point blank. They have now 
appealed to the Minister of Labor. Abdel Hafez Al 
Shakanbeh asking him to intervene so that they could be 
reinstated. In a memo sent to the minister, they said that 
the company's intention is to dismiss 400 more workers 
on the ground of rationalization. Bui if this is the case, 
then it would surely make their reinstatement doubly 
difficult. However, the workers are certainly not giving 
up hope. They have already contacted their trade unions, 
hut apparently to no avail so fat. 

Unsavory business 

■ The age of communication certainly docs have its 
problems. A number of people were apprehended by the 
anti-corruption squad for possessing what is termed as 
"communication stations." These basically were cellular 
phones with ariels that secretly communicate with Israeli 
companies. Such activity has been going on now for the 
last three months from their homes. These stations have 
been used illegally and for commercial reasons 
competing against the Jordan Telecommunication Corp.. 
something which lost the company great deal of money 
and goes against article 74 of the Telecommunications 
Law. 

Letting the cat out of the bag 

■ The cat is now out of the bag. There is no turning back. 
It could be a Pandoras box. These are all terms that may 
describe what is happening in the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF). While its leadership 

decidedly voted not to join 
the government, this clearly 
was not the end of the 
story. Further splits? Well 
maybe. What is for sure is 
that IAF deputy Abdallah 
Al Akaileh, one of the men 
who started the boomerang, 
is presently seeking to form 
a new 180-degree turn 
party. 

But it would still 

presumably be an Islamic 
party, a lot more pragmatic 
in its approach and almost 
certainly join the 

government if it was asked 
to. Indeed some argue that A/Akaileh 
this is what its all about. 

Al Akaileh wanted to join 

the government all along but he was prevented from 
doing so by the IAF party-whip. A new party would give 
him “3 fresh platform. If you were cynical, you would 
think that this is exactly what the government wants. 

A split in the IAF would almost certainly create a big 
dent in the party, Al Akaileh is not like Ahmed Al 
Kassasbeh, Theib Abdallah, or even Zeyaad Abu 
Ghaniemah, who split from the IAF on ideological 
differences. Observers suggest that these were one-man 
protests, that failed 10 have an effect. Al Akaileh on the 
other hand represents a moderate, pragmatic trend. 
Among its members include IAF deputy Bassam Aj 
Oumoush, Hussam Gharaibeh, Yassir Abu Hilaleh, Hilmi 
Al Asmar and Sami eh Al Maitah. The last two were 
editors of the Islamic Al Sabeel weekly who quit all of a 
sudden from the newspaper. 

Tourism in Petra 

■ More and more tourists are visiting this country. Last 
year, it was the highest ever, surpassing the 1 million 
mark. This is really very good news for the tourism 
industry in Jordan. Officials expect this figure to increase 
further in 1987. Already figures look good. About 25,687 
tourists for instance, visited Petra during February. Again 
22.498 of these were foreigners, while 2350 were 
Jordanians from around the country. Tourism is. 
obviously an income spinner. Collected revenues just 
from ticker sales to enter that ancient city was about JD 
630.000. 

A forgotten neighborhood 

■ Al Duweik, a neighborhood between Al Zerqa and Al 
Russeifa, is today a forgotten area. For some reason or 
another, it lacks all pubKc amenities. The area with a 
population of 5000 does not have water, electricity or 
asphalted roads. It has become an eyesore. One of the 
problems could be the fact of simply a mistaken identity. 

* The Al Duweik neighborhood lies right 00 the 
demarcation lines between the Zerqa and Russeifa 
Municipalities; and consequently over the years, it has 
been allowed to stagnate. Nudging officials from the 
municipalities have done nothing for the people of the 
area who are left today without water and electricity. 
People are literally living on candlelights! They have to 
nav for their own water due to the fact that the 
neighborhood is not linked to the water neeworic. But 
even paying for water tanks can also be a hazard. Tank 
rtrivere refuse to drive up to their houses because it is not 
“halted The same goes for taxis and even for 
ambulances. What is amazing is that not 500 meters up 
the road. and in a different neighborhoods, all public 

an £ UU what 0 we say about * is? Bureaucratic 

«;crni,naeer.ient? Well that could certainly be the case. 
Hoofficials have basically washed their hands 
nf? the mrehborhood relegating the people s demands to 
inbalances, and budgetary. .constraints and 
InncatiQ is. However, the Zerqa Municipality have now 
Sto put things right. They have sent a “teehroerd 
g Sminee" up to the Al Dnweik neighborhood and 
pSedfor a plan of action. We are yetto wait and see 
what they would do. 

A <ian of the times 

£ tc This the way forward? Are political parties fed up 
■I s remaining small? Are we to see bigger political 
w ,i h remai kb. ^ it lhe Baaihisis are on the 

^oc and the centrists have gone full way. fight political 
ver gc an ^ [he towe i m and decided to merge 

parties * Na|iona | Constitutional Party, The parties 
! ntt ? .^ Progress and Justice. Al Ahd. Waed, The Jordan 
include. AJ Watan Al Yakaiha and the Popular 

Nauonai a [ook thein near i y two years of negotiations 
Unity rary- But the me ^e f possess more 

10 c °. m l than answers. Who will lead for.instanee, is on 
questions viia* ^ js ^ ^ question to answer? 

ev ffThe a one-man show or a collective leadership. 
WiH °-o for the latter, who will be the one 

Ev en if « J « of ^ p^? parties must m the final 
co11 - have leaders and this party is no exception. 

analyst na -— — 


International fairs could be 
a way for Israeli companies 


AMMAN (Sian—A new tac¬ 
tic is being adopted by Jorda¬ 
nians who support normaliz¬ 
ing relations with Israel—ill 
least on the economic level. 
They arc inviting Israeli com¬ 
panies to participate through 
international fairs to be held 
in Amman. 

This new step hy pro- 
normalization businessmen 
comes to try and bypass the 
hammer of the anli- 
normalizaiion lobby and the 
of businessmen who 


adding tliai "nur 
plan was to bring 

Palestinian and 
Israeli companies 
here in Amman, in 
fact we focused on 
Palestinian compa¬ 
nies." He pnin'ed 
■ mi that his comp, ny 
caneelled the tail to 
•i\oid .my 

misunderstandings. 

Hou'ci cr. js 10 
1 he two other lairs 
lh:u will he held in 





Jordanians prepare for a legal 
battle over properties in Israel 


Continued from page 1 

Yemen, and easicrn Jordan 
(at that time) and also in¬ 
cludes Palestinian inhabi¬ 
tants who left Palestine or 
were living outside. 

Article two of the law 
placed all properties under 
the cusiody of the so-called 
“absentee property guard" 
who is assigned by the Is¬ 
raeli Minister of Finance. 

The Israeli claimed lands 
are dividedrinto two parts, 
slate lands and private 
lands. About 90 percent [of 
1948 occupied Palestine] 
are state or emiri lands, un¬ 
salable, bul with special 
conditions related to joint 
Israeli-foreign investments. 

Furthermore, articles 7 
and 32 of the some law gave 
the Israeli government the 
right to cut the expenses of 
“custody services” from the 
value of the property. This 
means that huge amounts of 
money accumulated along 
the past 50 years. 

Article 22 emphasizes the 
right of the “absentee" in 


lodge legal action before Is¬ 
raeli court*. 

According in source* there 
are a number of cases being 
considered by Israeli courts 
in the regard. 

But the issue is complicat¬ 
ed. Since its creation. Israel 
has gravely changed the top¬ 
ographical markings of most 
of these lands in Palestine by 
re-surveying and re-zoning 
them before they came under 
the control of the •absentee 
property guard.” 

Legal sources told The 
Star that the Israeli position 
in that regard is “weak" if 
taken in accordance with in¬ 
ternational obligations under 
the peace treaty. The sources 
confirmed that the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty guaran¬ 
teed Jordanian national 
rights in lands and water, 
and guaranteed the rights of 
Jordanian citizens in their 
properties in Israel. 

According to these sourc¬ 
es. there arc four kinds of 
original documents that 
prove the ownerships of 
lands for Jordanians Jof Pal¬ 
estinian origin and others] 


which were occupied hy Is¬ 
rael. 

The first document was 
given to Israel by the au¬ 
thorities of the British man¬ 
date at that time, the second 
is documented hy the Brit¬ 
ish government itself, also 
the British government doc¬ 
umented the third copy in 
its military base in Cyprus, 
while the fourth document 
is in the hands of the Jorda¬ 
nian government. 

Jordanian documents in 
the Lands and Survey De¬ 
partment include about 40t» 
Ottoman files that gn hack 
10 lSf»U and another 50 Pal¬ 
estinian files dating to the 
1930s. The documented in¬ 
formation also includes 389 
microfilm rolls of 16mm 
and 951 microfilm rolls of 
35mm. the department also 
has 170 files on properties 
in the West Bank and Jeru¬ 
salem. 

During the 1960s a UN 
envoy made copies of these 
documents on 16mm films. 
Later on a UN committee 
worked on documenting and 
class jiving those files. 


which were laicr printed on 
16mm and 35mm micro¬ 
films. totalling 1340 micro¬ 
films that are now kept a! 
the UN headquarters in 
New York. A Jordanian am¬ 
bassador to the UN bought 
copies of these microfilms 
in the early 1970* 

But some experts fear 
that these microfilms may 
he in a bud slate as a result 
of inappropriate storing. 

In wcm Jerusalem, occu¬ 
pied by the Israelis in 194X. 
documents of the “munici¬ 
pality of (he British man¬ 
date" prove that 40 percent 
of land in west Jerusalem 
was owned hy Arabs before 
the Israeli occupation in 
1 94 K and 34 percent was 
under the control of Islamic 
Awquf. churches and mon¬ 
asteries. The rest of the 
land was seized hy the Brit¬ 
ish mandate and later given 
to the Jews when British 
occupation abandoned Pal¬ 
estine. ■ 
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Rumble in the jungle 

■ h was son of a rumble in Jordan's political jungle. Minis¬ 
ter of Interior Dr A wad Khleifat hroke the silence and gave a 
brief recital of his own political evolution and his achieve¬ 
ments at the ministry before a group of invited deputies, pol¬ 
iticians and journalists, It was not clear what Dr Khleifat's 
motives were. He is not decisive about his next political 
move; is the Maan deputy planning to run for reelect ion? Or 
is he polishing his image in preparation for a new govern¬ 
ment assignment? These questions are being raised in the 
bakedrop of rumors' of long-standing tensions between him 
and Prime Minister Kabariti. And to make things more inter¬ 
esting. the affable Dr Khleifat hinted, during last week's din¬ 
ner. that he was not in total agreement with the govern¬ 
ment's decision to end bread and fodder subsidies, although 
he had signed the executive order just like the rest of cabinet 
members. 

But what is more interesting than Dr Khlcilai\ revela¬ 
tions. is the systematic attack he came under by infiuenti.il 
daily columnist ol Al Km newspaper. Dr F:ihJ AJ Fynek. AI 
Fanek's vociferous attack on the minister is unjustified 
unless he too has ulterior motives. The widely-read colum¬ 
nist alleged that Dr Khleifat. the first academic tn take 
charge of the Ministry of Interior. wa« brought for a certain 
mission; that mission it became clear to Dr Fanek wjs to 
"pull the rug from underneath the feet of the Palestinian state 
by competing with it for its people i!f Dr Punch's outrage 
was directed at Dr Khleifat's decision 10 grant 25m) Palestin¬ 
ian bedouins from Beir Al Suhc’. who have been living in 
Jordan for decades. Jordanian passports. In Dr Fanek‘s view 
such a mine has effectively “confiscated their right of return 
to G.tza" [why on earth would they want 10 go let Gaza?]. Dr 
Fanek’s attack, which was launched in two consecutive arti¬ 
cles. failed to pinpoint Dr Khlcifni's motives behind his 
alleged competition u ith the Palestinian Authority. 

Dr Fanek lails to see any good coming from the minister’s 
reforms at the Ministry of Interior. Instead of praising him 
for attacking nepotism, as practised hy his predecessors who 
have issued bus permits to relatives and friends. Dr Fanek 
says the minister has failed to come with a solution. In fact. 
Dr Fanek speculates that the only purpose of the minister's 
elaborate press conference—to which Dr Fanek was not 
invited it seems—is to prepare for his rcelection campaign. 
He might be right, but isn't this what politicians are 
expected to do: Hold press meetings and speak of Ihcir 
achievements? 

Dr Fanektwo-day verbose offence, did not pass without 
certain rebuttal—but not from the imminent minister. The 
reply to Dr Fanek came from former government minister 
and member of the peace delegation Marwan Pudin. 
Dudin's bitter response was elicited by Dr Fanek’s denuncia¬ 
tion of Dr Khleilat's “unlimited compassion" lor the Beir Al 
Sahe‘ bedouin*, who according to Dudin. deserve their Jor¬ 
danian nationality alter living in Jordan for over half a cen¬ 
tury. Mr Dudin. who heads Jordan's delegation to the multi¬ 
lateral talks on refugees, assured Dr Fanek that Palestinian 
refugees do not ln*e their right to return to Palestine regard¬ 
less m where they live now or how' many nationalities or 
passports they hold. Having said this. Dudin thanked God 
that Dr Fanek was not a decision maker in this country. 

Defending the fort 

■ A government spokesman has the must difficult job in the 
world—more difficult than the prime minister. He has to 
defend government actions at any cost. A lonely soldier 
guarding the gate, taking in questions, insinuations and accu¬ 
sations that fall .on him like poisoned arrows from every 
direction. Last week Minister of Information. Dr Mawarri 
Muasncr. who is also the official spokesman, described the 
annual report of the Arab Organization tor Human Rights in 
Jordan as positive and that it is for the government and not 
against il! Those who read the report [The Star. 27 February. 
1997], failed to see these positive signs. But we might be 
wrong. Dr Muasher is right on one point: the report has 
become more like a political manifesto than a scientific doc¬ 
ument. Still, we don't think it gives the government a good- 
conduct citation. 

Dr Mutishcr may have been ten* eager this time to defend 
ihc tort because according to him he did not see in the report 
one single violation of human rights. His statements, in Ad 
Dustunr. vindicated the government completely. Excellent 
defence on bis excellency's part, but you might want in beef 
up the night watch in the coming days—-just in ease. 
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Sad Slate of the UnCoo 


Our Say 


Reforming the civil service 

AN EFFICIENT civil service leads to efficient government. No government re¬ 
form of public policies, whether at legislation or inter-ministerial or even inter¬ 
departmental level, can achieve its desired purpose if the civil service reeks of in¬ 
efficiency, corruption and red tape. 

Since Jordan embarked on a painful, but necessary, economic restructuring pro¬ 
gram, one of its major aims was, and still is, to attract foreign investment. Its pri¬ 
vatization plans along with reforming economic laws and legislations aim at put¬ 
ting Jordan firmly on the list of emerging regional markets. 

But one of the biggest challenges that faced every government since 1990 was 
the growing size and mediocre performance of the Jordanian civil service. 

Many attempts have been made to make the public service more efficient and the 
results, as Jordanians and foreigners would tell you are mixed. 

But no clear strategy has been developed to deal with Jordanian bureaucracy. 
Not until His Majesty King Hussein asked the prime minister last week to take 
measures to trim down the size of government and get rid of inefficient employees. 

The King's message to Mr Kabariti was received with so much enthusiasm by 
the Jordanian public that it has built a high state of expectation. That, of course, 
puts a heavy burden of responsibility on the shoulders of the prime minister. 

One thing is dear to the decision-maker. Unless something is done to cut down 
the size of the bureaucratic jungle, the rewards of our economic reforms and sacri¬ 
fices will be compromised. 

There are documented cases of investors pulling out of Jordan out of sheer frus¬ 
tration. But it is not only foreign investors who complain of red tape. Jordanians, 
who have to deal with various public departments on daily, weekly or monthly ba¬ 
sis, bear the brunt of an inefficient civil service. 

But as we look for solutions to downsize the government, we should also study 
the roofs of the problem. We should ask how the government has become the 
biggest single employer in Jordan. We should ask about appointment practices, 
where nepotism and patronage are widespread. We should ask about the role of 
deputies in complicating the problem sometimes by pressuring ministers and direc¬ 
tors of public companies to hire relatives and members of their constituencies. 

Sending inefficient employees home, with pay or compensation, could end the 
problem tomorrow but only if one could objectively determine who is efficient and 
who is not. An inefficient system creates inefficient employees. The challenge is to 
reform the system and slowly do away with those employees who are unable to 
cope. But to do that one must start at the top. Those who manage government 
agencies must themselves be efficient and capable. A wholistic approach is need¬ 
ed. but if that is impossible to achieve, ihen a slow but determined strategy is the 
second best option.■ 


liestinians in Ramatlah burn photographs of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya- 
n, Saturday, in protest of the proposed Israeli settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim in east 

IMICfllain 


erusalem. 



Civilization and culture 

Between confusion 

and redundance 



By Khairi Janbek 

SINCE THE demise of ihc Sovici-led sys¬ 
tem of alliances, and ihe appearance of 
Frances Fukiyama's book. The End nf His¬ 
tory. the intellectual world has become the 
victim nf a struggle for the renovation Ol 
ideas, and belief U has attempted to pro¬ 
vide a rational for the incomprehensible ni¬ 
hilism. which not only threaiens with the 
end of history, but also with the end of all 
characteristics epitomizing human achieve¬ 
ments. 

Nothing has been so controversial how¬ 
ever as Samuel Huntington's work. The 
Clash of Civilizjjiiuns. it attempts io define 
the future patterns of developments lead¬ 
ing into the 21sr century, and 
the conflict-orientated millen- umn mm*,- 
nium that awaits the catego- _ . 

ries of civilizations partaking iTOti 

in the inicr-play of mutual de¬ 
struction. Accordingly, the in- Ci 

tcllectual world, and decision- . 

makers have divided them- Clll 

selves into supporters of the 
inevitability of this clash, and j 1 / QfJl 
those who believe in the con- ^ 
verge nee of civilizations, and Q\ 

ctr-operaiion among cultures. 

However, what seems to he It IS ( 
missing in both formulae, is . _ 

lhc possibility lhai the OCfl 

achievements of the 2Uih cen- . 

tury. in the realm ol" ideas sin 
have at times negated the icrm 
"culture." and superseded ai hkmwu 
other times, the term "civiliza¬ 
tion." Consequently, even if we accept the 
Harvard professor's concept of clash, we 
still need to define its nature if we are to he 
categorical and question the existence of 
such terms as civilization, and culture. 

In the (730s. the term civilization wa** 
used only in jurisprudence in France, de¬ 
noting an act of judgement lhai change.- a 
criminal (rial into civil proceedings. In 
1756. the term emerged in its new lurm. in 
the work of the Marquis of Miraheau. the 
father of the celebrated French revolution¬ 
ary Honorc. Count Miraheau. entitled 
Treatise on Population. In this ne*v defini¬ 
tion. civilization came to mean (he oppo¬ 
site of barbarism, and people were div ided 
into civilized, and primitive savages. From 
France, (he term civilization spread into 
Europe. By the early 1770s. it had reached 
England and replaced ihe word civility, 
and also took roots in Germany around the 
same period alongside ihe older term Pi- 
dung. 

Throughout the usage of the new term, 
another much older word was ;>ecornpa- 
nied: Culture. The word culture appeared 
in the work of Cicero. Culture aninu phih>- 
sophia rst (Philosophy is the cultivation of 
the soul). It became synonymous with civ¬ 
ilization as indicated by" Hegel's inter¬ 
changeable usage of both terms. However, 
the sum total of human achievements hjJ 
dictated ihe need for the differentiation be¬ 
tween both terms. Whatever the achieve¬ 
ments of one particular civilization or an¬ 
other. it mav not have been all cultural. For 


civilization came to be concerned with ma¬ 
terial life, while culture with the dignity of 
spiritual pursuits Nevertheless, the distinc¬ 
tion had always heen difficult, and it varied 
from one country to another, and from one 
epoch to another. 

The distinction was clearly made by the 
sociologist Alfred Weber (1935). but only 
in the context of giving culture precedence 
over civilization. He saw civilization as 
merely a series of practical and technologi¬ 
cal wjvs of dealing with nature, while cul¬ 
ture was a set of principles and ideals. This 
does not mean that there had been a unani¬ 
mous agreement on which of those terms 
lake precedence. The term civilization con¬ 
tinued to hold precedence in the Anglo- 


Professor Huntington is predicting 
a clash between civilizations , 
although the term has lost any 
significant meaning to indicate any 
attribute of any social order. 

It is exceptionally hard to currently 
define the term civilization in the 
singular\ let alone in the plural 


Saxon worlds of Britain, and the I SA. as 
well as France, while countries under the 
German cultural definition continued to 
hold culture as being superior to civiliza¬ 
tion. The real striking difference in the us¬ 
age of both terms, came with the academic 
discipline of Anthropology. 

Though the meaning of the terms come 
to denote different things. \et this lime, 
more serious connotation were added to Lhc 
alreaJx existing confusion in pedantic defi¬ 
nitions. The prohlem emerged in !$74. 
with the publication of E.B Taylor's Pritr.i- 
in c Cut limy. Alter this, almost all amhro- 
polugisis started re (erring to societies under 
their "Nervation jn terms of primitive cul¬ 
tures as compared with civilizations of 
more developed societies. Culture came to 
Jescrihe primitive societies while civiliza¬ 
tion was attached to modem and complex 
human organizations. 

Those characteristics common to a col¬ 
lective life of n period or people, have been 
convenicntlv categorized under this ISth 
ceniun invention called civilization. .And ir 
may have been an apt description at a time 
when faith in progress and enlightenment 
was confined to the elites of ihe"earth and 
the privileged societies in existence. This 
term with its historical roots in a b>gone 
age. has already lost its meaning with the 
connotation of human superiority and soci¬ 
etal excellence. 

It does not take into account the eases of 
intellectual and material exchanges be¬ 
tween peoples, nor the cultural borrowing 


that continuously permeates relations 
among societies. As this millennium 
comes to a close, we find ourselves aban¬ 
doning value judgements regarding which 
so-called civilization had teen the best, 
and which peoples constitute the epitome 
of culture. That is basically due to the ob¬ 
vious lack of criteria that allows the pass¬ 
ing of such judgements. Tbe 20th century . 
demonstrates clearly this fact, through the 
notion of “crimes against humanity." The 
French historian Fernand Braudel legiti¬ 
mately pointed to the fact that the usage of 
Lhe term humanity in this context, rather 
than civilization, though both mean much 
the same thing. It indicates our unease to 
use a term associated with superiority. Per¬ 
haps. one can add that, rather 
than being uneasy, it is more 
to do with the fact that civtli- 
rtin Q zaiion as a term, has lost its 
L11 L o place in the 20th century. 

»c- There is now a common 

° ’ heritage for all humanity. The 

f«v common roots of the ethical 
teaching of religions, the use 
o /7/2V technology, die advance of 
& science, and the same human- 

r y ttarian values are not con¬ 

fined to any region or people. 
m entlv die process of shar- 

c - ing may not be on equal lev- 
1 the ds. such are the collective at¬ 
tributes of one human 
fn[ civilization with its cultural 

assets spread to all humanity 
mhm in the modem world. In the 
words of Raymond Aron 
“We have reached a phase where we are 
discovering both the limited validity of the 
concept of civilization and the need to 
transcend that concept-" Perhaps, there is a 
nucleus for a new single universal civiliza¬ 
tion which builds on the long history of ex¬ 
change and borrowing from each other's 
achievements. 

There is strong evidence also, that such 
universalism does not compromise one's 
ow n original character. The rejection or ac¬ 
ceptance of certain values by various soci¬ 
eties are manifestations of the desire to re¬ 
tain certain suitable characteristics within 
ihe emerging universal civilization. There¬ 
fore. specifics within generalizations are 
not a source of conflict in as much as be¬ 
ing pan of the continuous process of socie¬ 
ties. with learning and borrowing from 
each other. 

Professor Huntington is predicting a 
clash between civilizations, although the 
term lias lost any significant meaning to in¬ 
dicate any attribute of any social order. It 
is exceptionally hard to currently define 
the term civilization in the singular, let 
alone in the plural. Though, in the Clash of 
ci-.ilizciions. we encoumer the differences 
that inevitably will lead to warfare be¬ 
tween nations, we can equally distinguish 
many iraits that are common to societies 
which point out to the necessity for coop¬ 
eration. If belligerency is a common char¬ 
acteristic among nations, then coexistence 
and mutual respect are also values that are 
well respected by humanity. ■ 


Michael Cohen 

‘Swindlers or Schindlers list?’ 


By Michael Cohen 

STEVEN SPIELBERG film 
"Schindler’s List" is set to be 
televised on many LIS TV chan¬ 
nels. The film, many Christians 
claim, contains intemperate lies 
and negative stereotyping. Does 
it arouse curiosity in people? Is 
it ugly and predictable'.’ Is it a 
hate test against Germany and 
Germans. Is it vicious anti- 
German propaganda? Does it 
maligns German Christians? Is 
this blatant holocaust promotion 
lobby flick? 

The film is being screened in 
cinemas and schools all over the 
world. It received mixed re¬ 
views. Some writers were re¬ 
volted. Others took it as the ho- 
liests of "documentaries." 

"Schindler's List" is based on 
a novel. Fiction, by definition, is 
not fact—and while there is 
nothing wrong with fiction if it 
has other qualities, when fiction 
is peddled as truth, as this book 
and this film have been peddled 
cruelly and shabbily by the 
mainstream media. When teach¬ 
ers take minority and high 
school classes to see this film to 
have their students learn about 
"history" from that maligning 
propaganda piece aimed at an 
ethnic group, then there is some¬ 
thing wrong. 

Many Christians point out all 
the distortions, lies and untruths 
that are embedded in this book 
and in the film. "The demarca¬ 
tion lines between fiction and 
fact have been cunningly and 
deliberately blurred." a Western 
intelligence source told Shanti 
RTV news agency. "In the firsL 
edition, there was a clear dis¬ 
claimer reading as follows; 
This book is a work of fiction. 
Names, characters, places and 
incidents are either products of 
the author's imagination or arc 
used fictitiously. Any resem¬ 
blance to actual events or lo¬ 
cales or persons, living or dead, 
is entirely coincidental'. This 
disclaimer disappeared in subse¬ 
quent editions, and if you ask 
the person in the street, chances 
arc that he or she will tell you 
that "...the book is based on 


fact..." because that is what they 
have been made to believe by 
the clever use of black and 
white film in the age of color, 
using hand-held cameras to 
create a "jiggle" effect al¬ 
though legitimate news reel had 
been used." the source said. 

The book is filed under "fic¬ 
tion—Judaicii" in libraries. It is 
promoted, on the other hand, as 
a “...true story based on how 
German war profiteer and pris¬ 
on (labor user) Oskar Schindler 
came to save more Jews from 
ihe gas chambers than any other 
single person during World War 
H..." and since even in this brief 
description you can detect a lie. 
it is not difficult to draw your 
own conclusions about the rest. 

Mosi media consumers are 
not fussy when it comes to 
"facts” in fiction as long as fic¬ 
tion remains loyal to die over¬ 
arching truth of characters, or 
periods in history, or consis¬ 
tence of voices, or even diolqg 
syntax. "Gone with the Wind", 
for example, has done more for 
awareness of the complex prob¬ 
lems of the South during and af¬ 
ter the US Civil War than all the 
factual scholarly books put to¬ 
gether. There never existed a 
Scarlett O'Hara. The character 
is totally made up. 

Scarlett. Rhet Butler, Mamie. 
Melanie and Ashley Wilkes, to 
name a few. are splendid, mag¬ 
nificently crafted explanatory 
tools for complex, engineered 
social altercation that came to 
the South in the wake of pluto¬ 
cratic civil war. Film and televi¬ 
sion producers and journalists 
master the skillful technique of 
making such points via fiction. 
However, “many Christians are 
outraged with some fictitious 
liberties that have been taken in 
“Schindler's List'*—various 

highly charged emotional vig¬ 
nettes that simply don’t square 
with the fads.'' the German in¬ 
telligence source told Shanti 
RTV news agency. 

Kencaliy. the author, is not a 
historian. He is a novelist, play¬ 
wright. and producer and is the 
author of numerous novels, 
some of which have been pub¬ 



Schindler played by Liam Neeson: A film based on fiction 


lished to critical acclaim. The 
book on which the film "Schin¬ 
dler’s List" is based has won the 
Booker Prize and the Los An¬ 
geles Times Book Award for 
fiction, so he must have known 
how to spin a good yam to boost 
the holocaust promotion lobby. 
The picture that emerges from 
both book and film is that the 
Schindlers "spoke German" and 
lived in a German-speaking area 
of Former Czechoslovakia. The 
Christian read this as a telling 
clue that they were, in fact, not 
German but found it necessary 
(0 stress that they spoke Ger¬ 
man—as many Jews did then, 
and still do in our days. 

As a '‘genuine" German, 
argues the source, why would 
you stress that you. spoke Ger¬ 
man? Of course you spoke Ger¬ 
man; there would have been no 
need to make that obvious point. 
The Schindlers "fled" to Kra¬ 
kow. Poland, as soon as die Ger¬ 
mans took control of the Sude- 
tenland. an event cheered by 99 
percent of the Svdeten- 
Germans—except for Marxists 
and Jews who merely “spoke" 
German. In other words, they 
saw it necessary to flee in the di¬ 
rection of the Soviets, not away 


from the Soviets, as Germans 
would have done. For many 
German Christians this is a po¬ 
litical giveaway. "Poland, at that 
time, was virulently anti- 
German. and no German would 
have “chosen" that country as a 
place of refuge. Poland, of 
course, welcomed Jews and oth¬ 
er refugees from Nazism. There¬ 
fore. the Schindlers were most 
likely not German." the source 
explained. 

Both book and movie stress 
that Schindler brought enough 
money to Poland to set up a fac¬ 
tory—highly unlikely in war¬ 
time Germany, since there were 
stringent controls on currency 
and export restrictions or valu¬ 
ables. Schindler traded “dia¬ 
monds for food"—an almost lu¬ 
dicrous gi veaway of 
“Jewishness" for any German 
having lived through those tight, 
dire, ration-counting times. "He 
also "traded in vodka and cof¬ 
fee.” “Ask any Poles you know: 
‘Who would be likely to do that 
in the 1940s in Poland? Ger¬ 
mans or Jews?.’" the source 
said. ‘The almost insurmounta¬ 
ble logistics of feeding 1200 
Jews on the sly is a sure sign 

Continued on page 6 
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IT SEEMS that when one 
b constantly bombarded 
with news ofdeath and dc- j 
sanction in our regionour- ^ 
psyche becomes more jad-" j 
ed towards violence, and ■< 
our reactions show clear' 
signs of indifference and 
routine responses. 

Of course one does not 
blame the media, for they 
are only reporting the state 
of affairs in our world, and 
cannot cater news to our 
taste and liking- The issue 
of peace is reduced to co~. 
existence with Israel,, tak¬ 
ing for granted that we as 
Arabs are at peace with 
ourselves and within our¬ 
selves. as well as having 
normal relations with Tur¬ 
key and Iran because- they 
are Islamic countries. 

We blame others, espe¬ 
cially the West for our 
misfortunes, when in ef¬ 
fect the malaise is within 
ourselves, and we accuse 
other societies of being 
.just as violent, arid chal¬ 
lenge them to provide our . 
world with a. peaceable 
paradigm, as if thetr vio¬ 
lence is a consolation 
prize to us. and a justifica¬ 
tion to continue our self 
annihilation. - 
The ones who reject any 
examples from outside, 
are ironically the ones in 
most need of. such exam¬ 
ples, even though any hu¬ 
mane paradigm is.within 
ourselves. The restoration 
of our dignified human¬ 
ness is within our power. 
We do not as toothers and 
neighbors, share the same 
region, genetically geared 
for violence, nor our eth¬ 
ics and religious duties ad¬ 
vocate destruction. YeL 
the cycle of violence and 
hatred is overwhelming as 
to the extent of glorifying 
criminality. 

Just as in the darkest 
days of the Lebanese carn¬ 
age, when victims of death 
and destruction, irrespec¬ 
tive of origin or religious 
denomination, have be¬ 
come statistics engraved 
on our consciousness, to¬ 
day. wc still follow the 
same response when we 
are encountered with visu¬ 
al images. 

A bomb explodes in 
Oran or Algiers killing 
hundreds of people, and 
innocent victims are 
slaughtered like sheep in 
the name of defending the 
faith. In Sudan, a vicious 
war to maintain unity on 
the one hand, is contra¬ 
dicted by the desire io 
splinter it in the name of 
religion and race. 

In Egypt, the war of 
counter-terrorism is still 
waging against those who 
propagate Islam by attack¬ 
ing Christian Copts, burn¬ 
ing their places of wor¬ 
ship. and condemning to 
death anyone who dares to 
differ. Iran on the one 
hand, attempts to present 
the civilized face of Islam 
by studying the question 
of the identity of Muslims 
living in the West, and 
their particular problems. 

An NGO like Khordad. 
decides to increase the 
bounty on the head of Sal¬ 
man Rushdi. giving the 
impression that Islam does 
not distinguish between 
charity and illegality. 

Even in secularist Tur¬ 
key. the most avowed 
democrats, and supporters 
of democratic institutions, 
and to whom any move¬ 
ment in the armed forces 
would have been an anath¬ 
ema. seems to be looking 
towards the army for the 
protection of the constitu¬ 
tion against what they 
seem to think as Islamic 
encroachment. 

Rather than stating the 
obvious, there seems to be 
a common point to all this. 
and that is using faith and 
religion by various forces 
who wish to negate their 
own nations to show the 
world, that one Afghani¬ 
stan is not enough, and 
that to their understanding, 
the message brought by 
the prophets of God, is the 
message of hate. The point 
has come however, when 
we have to decide collec¬ 
tively. if the message of 
criminality is to he al¬ 
lowed to force itself on the 
international community, 
or press forward with the 
only viable alternative that 
stems from, and relies on 
the civilized and humane 
message of faith that our 
region has been responsi¬ 
ble for carrying in the 
world, in the name of 
peace and justice. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ Al Quds Insurance Co., 
increased its profits by 
live percent ai JD 
0.638.703 in 1996. The 
car insurance branch had 
the biggest stake, with pre¬ 
miums at JD 3.653. 5%. 
accounting for 47 percent 
ol the total. Accordina tu 
the company’s annual 
report, net insurance reve¬ 
nues were JD 443.109. 
showing a slight decline 
due to losses uf compul¬ 
sory vehicle insurance- Al 
Quds insurance maintains 
technical resencs of JD 
3.081.763. and sharehold¬ 
ers rights were JD 
3.607.199. Its paid up cap¬ 
ital of JD 1.075.000 is to 
be increased before the 
end of this year to JD 2 
million. 

■ A 5 nHJ million com¬ 
plex in Gaza would soon 
be under construction. It 
would include an office 
block, a conference hall, 
restaurants, car park and a 
live-Mars Marriott Hotel. 
The project is owned by 
the American-based Gen¬ 
eral Resources Design 

Group, the Qatari Al 
Salam International 
Investment Co.. :md the 
Palestine National Author¬ 
ity. Western businessmen 
are expected to visit this 
center which will enhance 
touristic and business 
activities in Gaza. The 
project involves more than 
2000 workers. At the end 
of the construction it will 
provide permanent jobs 
for 6U0 people and a fur¬ 
ther 4tXX) job opportuni¬ 
ties for related activities. 
It is expected to provide 
S50 million to the Gaza 
economy. 

■ The paid-up capital of 

the Philadelphia Invest¬ 
ment Bank was increased 
to JD 20 million by 
finance provided by Arab 
investors. Among them 
are the Saudi Prince Al 
Walid Bin Talal and oth¬ 
ers from Qatar and UAE. 
The Bank is now able to 
cover its commitments by 
doubling its capital to JD 
20 million (in two phases) 
by the end of June. The 
Philadelphia Bank 

increased revenues by 
117 l S to hit JD 2.2 million 
in I9yb. Its total assets 
reached JD 59 million and 
deposits of clients were JD 
34.6 million in mid-1996. 

■ Al Salam International 
for Transport and Trade 
Co. will be declared next 
week giving a push to 
tourism industry in Jordan. 
The company’s founders 
are Ahmed Armoush. Al- 
Nahdha for Trade Services 
and Transport. Interna¬ 
tional for Container Ser¬ 
vices. Al Nasr for Trade 
and Farah International for 
Transport and Trade. 

They put up 50% of the 
capital while the rest is to 
be provided by private 
subscription. 
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Foodstuff aid arrives in Iraq by month’s 
end, amidst frustrating Iraqi mood 



By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

THE DELAY in implementing 
the - UN oil-for-food deal is in¬ 
terpreted as a deliberate at¬ 
tempt to squeeze Iraq. 

Although the deal became ef¬ 
fective Iasi December 10. Iraq 
have received no shipments so 
far. 

This is due to obstacles put 
by the CIS envoy, who is a 
member in the UN sanctions 
committee in charge of super¬ 
vising the distribution of hu¬ 
manitarian aid (including food¬ 
stuffs and pharmaceuticals) in 
Iraq. 

The Iasi few weeks was a 
heated dispute between Iraqi 
and UN officials, as each 
blamed the other for the delay 
of arrival of humanitarian aid to 
Iraq. The UN blames Iraq 
which, according to UN offi¬ 
cials. is noL cooperating regard¬ 
ing the access of UN~ officials 
(including telecommunication 
systems and transportation) 
who will supervise the distribu¬ 
tion of the shipments in Iraq. 

Sources at the UN confirmed 
that the shipments will start 
soon, while unconfirmed sourc¬ 
es said that some ship 


menus already arrived in Iraq 
last Saturday. Con dieting UN 
reports said that commodities 
would be on their way to Iraq at 
the same lime as UN experts 
arrival in Iraq within three 
weeks. 

About 70 international super¬ 
visors are presently in Iraq but 
the total is expected to rise to 
150-160. These arc being 
trained and are introduced to 
their locations by the co¬ 
operation or Iraqi officials. 

Regarding the effect ol' the 
delay of shipments on Jordan, 
hankers and exporters assure 
that no foodstuffs or pharmaceu¬ 
ticals have been carried from 
Ionian so far. 

The Director-General of the 
Jordan Export Development 
and Commercial Centre» 
(JEDCO) Dr Mohammed AI 
Jl.ilaiku told The Star "that ii>> 
shipments up till now were 
exported from Jordan, although 
we arc looking forward to 
increase the si/e of our inull- 
exchange with Iraq, wltcihct on 
the basis of the trade protocol 
or the nil-for-food deal. 

The Iraqi oil minister. A met 
Mohammad Rashccd said l.isi 

week that the UN sanetions 
Committee had approved Hi 


humanitarian contracts out of 
the more than 200 contracts sub¬ 
mitted by Iraq. 

Rashccd pointed out that Iraq 
hopes to get the green light from 
the UN to increase the volume 
ol ils oil >ales this week (upon 
prior agreement that Iraq h.ts the 
nghl it) :isk for the increase ol 
oil sales within three months ol 
inipk*mem.ninn of the oil for 
loud dealt. UN olticijls how¬ 
ever deny that there is such an 

agreement. 

The Iraqi Foreign Minister. 
Muhammad Sa’eJ AI Sahaf 
recently held talks with the UN 
General Secretary Kofi An:tn 
on the need to increase Iraqi oil 
exports (■■ meet minimum 
hiiuumun.in aid needs 

Iraq tan currently espon-* 2.5 
nullum barrels nl oil daily jnd is 
ludly in need for spare-parts to 
increase these exports to three 
million barrels daily. 

In a pres- eonlereiite Iasi 
Mol k lav m Baghdad. Iraqi 
Trade Minister Mohammed 
Malnli Saleh was quoted as .sav¬ 
ing that the UK sanctions com¬ 
mittee approved nine from 222 
contracts. These are worth 
$f>7.V9 millions. 

Saleh added thut Iraq 
exported oil estimated at SS5H 


million since last 1U December. 
$625 5 million were deposited 
m a special fund under UN 
supervision. 

About .Vi percent of this was 
lor compensation, five percent 
tor utilization of UN. other 
sums were deducted to cover 
other UN expeases jnd the 
remainder, which is 400 mil¬ 
lion. w;is not utilized until last 
February. Saleh maintained. 

Contracts approved by the 
L'N committee include deals 
u ilh France. Australia. Sri 
Lanka and Britain to export 
rice, wheat, baby milk, lea and 
pharmaceuticals. 

Other contracts concluded 
with Jordan. Egypt and Turkey 
were not approved by the com¬ 
mittee. according to Sjleh. 
While earlier information indi¬ 
cated that the shipments stoned 
to jrrive in Iraq last Saturday. 
Saleh pointed oat that the first 
loojsmii shipment is expected 
m Iraq within three weeks. A 
vessel which carries 25.001) tons 
nl French wheat will arrive in 
Iraq's l. m Oosr port by the end 
• if this month. 

It also implies that aid distri¬ 
bution will not Like place before 
next April. 

The Iraqi Trade Minister 


Tourism in Cyprus set for an 
even brighter future 


AMMAN (Star)—Cyprus will 
remain a popular tourist desti¬ 
nation. the Director of Cyprus 
Tourism Organization. Mr 
Clcanlhis Naftis said. 

Cyprus attracts thousands of 
tourists every year. Mr Naftis 
explained that Tourism in 
Cyprus experienced impressive 
growth in the ’80s and ’90 both 
in the number of arrivals and in 
the number of hotels. 

“Over the past few years, 
arrivals stabilized at about two 
million annually and earnings 
reached $1.7 billion.” 

Tourism in Cyprus is a 
major sector of the economy. 
Ils GDP contribution is approx¬ 
imately 21 percent, while its. 
earnings are 40.3 percent of 
total revenue from goods and 
services.exporis. 

“Our policy is geared lo 
enhance quality and attract 
higher spending tourists, rather 
than maximize tourist arrivals. 
We at the Cyprus Tourism 
Organization (CTO) want to 
upgrade the standards of our 
tourist product." he added. . 

These include the creation of 
new sports Facilities, additional 



Naftis 

golf courses, development of 
nautical tourism with the crea¬ 
tion of newr marines and the 
upgrading of existing ones, 
with the introduction of new 
forms of tourism, such its 
agyotourism. 

For Cyprus lo continue lo 
get its share in tourism, the 
CTO is launching this year ils 
biggest ever marketing enm- 


J paign. ’’Our advertising 
1 and, promotion budget 
! for 1*197 has been set at 
! $16.2 million, almost I? 
j percent higher than the 
) previous year. Our mar- 
j keting program envi.s- 
I ages extensive advertis- 
j mg campaigns in all our 
I major markets.” Mr Nnf- 
i iis stressed. 

! The Middle East is 
1 important for our tour¬ 
ism industry.” he 
pniiiied out Records 
show that arrivals from 
Arab countries have 
been stable over the last 
lew years, at about 
1 10 . 000 . which is about 
55 percent of the total 
tourist traffic. More than 
six percent of the total tourism 
earnings come from the Middle 
East countries. 

"We aim at attracting a 
higher number of Middle East 
visitors and have increased our 
marketing budget in 1997 hy 
35 percent. We are launching a 
brand new advertising cam¬ 
paign focused primarily in 
SauJi Arabia and lhe Gulf 


states. ” 

Cyprus’s ytMKt-year history, 
along with the traditional 
warmth and hospitality, with 
the excellent facilities proves 
an ideal place. 

"We believe ihat Cyprus 
offers an excellent tourisL prod¬ 
uct. characterized by high qual¬ 
ity and variety, meeting the 
needs and expectations of a 
demanding tourist clientele." 
Mr Naftis said. 

At the crossroads of Europe. 
Asia and Africa. Cyprus can be 
combined with mini cruises to 
neighboring Middle East coun¬ 
tries. or the Greek islands. 

"Wc arc convinced that our 
ivland can meet the expecta¬ 
tions of every visitor. There is 
something for everyone, young 
and old. in search for pleasure, 
fun. activity, study of civilisa¬ 
tion und physical beauty. This 
is why a large proportion of 
our tourist traffic arc repeal 
visitors and according to sur¬ 
veys they Icel comfortable and 
welcome in our country.” he 
pointed out. ■ 
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Mcdonald’s US franchisees 
agree to slash burger prices 


By Richard Tomkins 

NEW YORK—US franchisees’ 
of McDonald's, the fast food 
company, have overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved Ihc company's 
plan (o slash prices in an effort 
to stimulate flogging sales in 
the intensely competitive bur¬ 
ger market. 

The sales campaign, which 
will see the price of a Big Mac 
cut from $1.90 to 55 cents, 
comes in response to slowing 
market growth and tough com¬ 
petition from Burger King, 
owned by Grand Metropolitan 
of the UK. and Wendy's Inter¬ 
national. It marks an abrupt 
shift from the company's previ¬ 
ous strategy of introducing 
more high-priced items. 

Called “Campaign 55”. the 
promotion will commemorate 
Mr Ray Kroc’s 1955 opening 
of the first McDonald's in the 


Chicago suburb of Des 
Plaines. The campaign, 
due to start in 55 days, is 
expected lo include 
improved service ns well 
as price cuts. McDonald's 
denied reports that cus¬ 
tomers would he offered a 
free burger if their order 
failed to arrive in 55 
seconds. 

Announcing the franchi¬ 
sees' decision lust Friday. 
McDonald's said the vote 
in every region was well 
ahead of the 75 per cctn 
required when outlets are 
asked to take part in a 
national program 

There had been speculation 
that the franchisees, which own 
and operate 85 per cent of the 
12.094 McDonald's restaurants 
in the US. might vote against 
the plan because it would erode 
profit margins. 

However. Wall Street ana¬ 



lysts have pointed out that the 
price cuts arc not as big as they 
appear. If a 55 cent Big Mac is 
bought with a lull-priic serving 
ot tries and a drink, the total 
outlay i> only nhoui 5 per cent 
less titan the cost of the same 
items bought as a combination 
meal. 


The franchisees, which 
are as worried as McDo¬ 
nald's about the company's 
loss of market share, appear 
to have calculated that they 
have more to gain from 
increased sales than they 
will lose from thinner 
margins. 

Mr Jack Greenberg, 
iliytmun of McDonald's 
USA. said: "We are pleased 
that our ow'ner-operators 
weighed the tacts carefully 
anJ came u* the same con- 
Llusion as we did. This ini¬ 
tiative uill he good for cus¬ 
tomers. nur franchisees and 
our business." 

Other last lond operators 
have said that they will main¬ 
tain prices at lurrcnt levels, but 
anulvsfs say a price war could 
break mil. ■ 

i'inaneiai Times 
News Service 


stressed that the Aqaba port will 
be given priority in transit 
exports. He added that Iraq 
signed S350.U0P contracts with 
global concerns to be imported 
via Aqaba. 

However, because of its prox¬ 
imity and competitive prices. 
Dubai will be a trade mediator 
for Iraq. Saleh said. 

Although the approval of the 
$2 billion oil-for-food formula, 
was welcomed by Jordanian 
manufacturers, the delay of 
shipments to Iraq is seen by ana¬ 
lysts as an American attempt to 
block endeavours to lift 
sanctions. 

There are about 47 Jordanian 
companies that received UN 
committee approval to export 
foodstuffs, vegetable oils, deter¬ 
gents and pharmaceuticals 
worth $110 million to Iraq. Ali 
Al Dujani of the Chamber of 
Industry told The Star. 

Jordan is the first country to 
get approval and this is attrib¬ 
uted to the high quality of prod¬ 
ucts and their competitive price, 
delivery and specifications, he 
said. 

"We hope to increase the 
volume of Jordanian exports to 
Iraq in view of the S255 million 
trade protocol lately renewed 
between Jordan and Iraq." Al 
Dajani added. 

It was stated earlier that the 
UN did not approve Jordanian 
contracts claiming that they 
were not up to standard, how¬ 
ever. Al Halaika refuted this. He 
clarified that there were differ¬ 
ences on the issue of paying 
indemnity to Iraq in cases of 
delay in delivery. While the Jor¬ 
danian view was to give this 
compensation directly to Iraq. 
UN officials insist that this has 
to be within the control of the 
hank that is in charge of the 
whole process. ■ 


Investments face challenges, 
analysts argue 

DESPITE THE fact that officials assure us. every now 
and then, that the investment climate in Jordan is 
improving and promising, a number of businessmen have 
felt the opposite. 

They argue that the climate is not as encouraging as it 
should pointing out that many arc loosing. Some have 
even decided to close their factories in the country and 
move elsewhere. 

One investor stresses that routine bureaucratic proce¬ 
dures hinders anyone who may wish to employ his capi¬ 
tal in Jordan. He added that within one week onlx. and 
without his presence, he was able to register a company 
overseas through his lawyer. The case is different in this 
country. Potential investors would have to go through 
numerous channels and referred to different departments 
before their investment projects are approved. 

In addition, investors face numerous other difficulties 
not least of which from the so-called big fish which dom¬ 
inate the local market. 

Small investors arc held in check by bigger ones, who 
compete in such a small-sized market. Another investor 
points out (hat a sizable amount of capital has been 
invested outside the country. They are looking for a more 
attractive investment climate, easier measures iconcern¬ 
ing customs, taxes, inspection hy health officers, and bet¬ 
ter specifications to guarantee high quality and standard 
of products. 

After entering the market, the manufacturer laces a 
new challenge to promote and sell his products. He laces 
stiff competition from imported industrial products. 

These difficulties lead to losses and force the investor 
to close his company and look for another outlet. 

Such problems associated with encouraging incentives 
in neighboring countries or even European ones, make it 
easier" for Jordanian and foreign investors (■ 1 transfer 
their capital and invest anywhere bui not in Jordan. 

Available figures indicate that there arc more than 800 
companies operating in Romania with Jordanian capital, 
more than 150 Jordanian factories in Egypt and others in 
the Gulf and Canada. 

The investment climate in the country is seen by una- 
lysLs and observers as unable to improve unless distor¬ 
tions and obstacles are removed. This is a must not only 
to attract more Arab and foreign investments hut also, at 
least, to maintain current investments and win the satis¬ 
faction of local ones. ■ 


10 years flying high 


BRITISH AIRWAYS cele¬ 
brated the 10th anniversary of 
its privatization with renewed 
commitment to retain its place 
at the forefront of the industry. 

During its release on the pri¬ 
vate sector. British Airways 
firmly established itself as the 
world's leading airline. That has 
been reflected in a profitability 
records second to none in the 
i ndusuy—and risi ng stock 
values. 

In the 10 years, the airline 
invested £1 billion in improved 
customer services, winning the 
prestigious Business Traveller 
World's Best Airline Award 
eight years running and count¬ 
less other awards. 

Through its World Offer 
fares program, it has led the 
way in the UK in making air 
travel more widely available 
and affordable. Many fares 
today are cheaper than they 
were 10 years ago. The lowest 
public return fare to New York 
in 1987 was £319. Today. 
World Offer bargins have been 
on offer from £199. The cheap¬ 
est ticket to Sydney and back a 
decade ago was £835. Today it 
is down to £720. 

Shares in British Airways 
were offered to the public at 
125 pence each, with trading 
beginning in London and New 
York at 2.30 pm. GMT on Feb¬ 
ruary 11. 1987. with an instant 
53 pence premium. 

The offer was 11 times over 
sbuscribed. The share register 
opened with i.i million names, 
halving alter a year and gradu¬ 
ally reducing since then (o the 
current 235.000. 

In a message to customers, 
shareholders and employees to 
mark the anniversary. Bob 
Ayling. BA chief executive, 
said: “British Airways has trav¬ 
elled a long way in the decade 
since our privatization. Wc have 
built our success on a firm com¬ 
mitment to customer services, 
cost control and our ability lo 
change with the limes and new 


demands. 

"That will slay time same. 
Our aim now is to create a new 
airline for the new millennium. 
In September we announced a 
£1 billion business efficiency 
program which will-ensure we 
fly iiAu tlic yesu 20tt> as truly 
the world's favourite airline, the 
first choice in every market we 
serve, with pre-eminence in cus¬ 
tomer service remaining our 
hall mall. 

British Airways announced a 
record pre-tax profits. 

The pre-tax profits for the 
third quarter to 31 December. 
19%. was £113 million, up 8.7 
percent on the same period a 
year ago. This took the nine 
months level to £583 million, 
up £49 million, or 9.2 per- cent, 
on the record set a year ago. 

The result means the airline 


has reported some £3J5ti mil¬ 
lion of pre-tax profits in the It) 
years since its shares were .sold 
to the publie. 

Turnover rose 6.4 percent to 
£1016 million, taking the nine 
month figure lo £6.4U) million, 
up 8.2 percent. 

Passenger traffic in the three 
months msc 9 percent in terms 
of revenue passenger kilome¬ 
tres. although the strength of 
sterling forced yields—the 
amount received for each kilo¬ 
metre flown-down 1.8 per cent. 
Overall. 71.2 percent of availa¬ 
ble scats were snlJ. another 
record. 

Cargo operations continue to 
he .i fleeted by excess capacity 
in the market and fierce price 
competition, with cargo revenue 
down 2.7 percent, at £146 mil¬ 
lion. ■ 


Jordan’s 1st phosphoric 
acid batch to India by April 

AMMAN (Star)—The first batch oT phosphoric add pro¬ 
duced by a joint Jordanian-Indian chemical factory is to be 
exported to India by next ApriL Indian and Jordanian 
sources declared last Thursday at the end of the Jordanian- 
Indian trade promotion week. 

The factory's products, expected to reach $90 million by 
the end of this year, will be totally exported to India to be 
used in manufacturing chemical and phosphate fertilisers. 
Addressing a gathering of Indian and Jordanian public and 
private sectors’ representatives at a celebration held by the 
Indian Embassy in Amman, Assistant Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade Mohammad Bani Hani 
stressed that Jordan has become a gate to the region and an 
investment-friendly country which attracts investments be¬ 
cause of many factors, atop of which are political stability 
and the availability of skilled labour and excellent infra¬ 
structure. 

Chairman or the Federation of Jordanian Chambers uf 
Commerce Haidar Murad said in a speech on the same oc¬ 
casion that the volume of trade exchange between India and 
Jordan reached about $228 million in 1995, the trade bal¬ 
ance tipped- in favour of Jordan. On Ids part, the Indian 
ambassador in Amman. Mr Gajanan Wakunder, said that 
hundreds of Jordanian businessmen visited India last year, 
boosting cooperation between the two countries. ■ 
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Conference on economic opportunities 
in Mediterranean to be held in March 


THE El'RO-Mcd Conference 
*m ■Opportunities for Invest¬ 
ment in the Mediterranean 
Region' will rake place on 6-7 
March at the Queen Elizabeth 
II Cuiilcrcncc Centre in 
London. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Mak'ulm RifkinJ announced 
.it B.ircelnn.i in November 
l 4, 95 the UK's intention to 
host this Conference us part 
nl Britain's contribution to 
the EUs Mediterranean 
initiative. 

The Conference is imended 
n* publicise and promuie 
investment opportunities in the 
emerging markets of the Medi¬ 
terranean. It is targeted at 
investors. businesses and 
financial institutions in the 
EU. as well as businesses in 


the region looking for partner¬ 
ships and inward investment. 

The 12 countries from the 
region will give presenta¬ 
tions. Business Investor 
Guides are being prepared for 
the Conference participants. 
These jre the product of a 
study into conditions for port¬ 
folio and inward investment 
in the Mediterranean, jointly 
funded by ihe UK's Overseas 
Development Administration 
and the European 
Commission. 

Mr Rifkind will give the 
opening address. The keynote 
address will be given by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan who has had a pivotal 
role in trying to bring the 
regional countries of the Med¬ 
iterranean closer to European 


thinking. Other key speakers 
will include European Com¬ 
mission Vice President 
Manuel Marin, as well as 
investors already active in the 
region. 

Malcolm Rifkind said. “I 
am delighted that the UK will 
stage this major international 
Conference. This will give 
fresh impetus to the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
launched in Barcelona. The 
Mediterranean basin is an area 
of economic opportunity in the 
making. Investors from the 
UK and other EU countries 
have a vital contribution to 
make to the success or eco¬ 
nomic reforms in these Medi¬ 
terranean countries.” 

Under the Euro- 
Mcditcrranean Partnership 


] 


launched at Barcelona (“the 
Barcelona Process”! the fol¬ 
lowing 12 countries have con¬ 
cluded or arc negotiating 
Association Agreements with 
the EU. These are: Jordan. 
Algeria. Malta. Cyprus. 
Morocco. Egypt, the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority. Israel. Syria. 
Tunisia. Lebanon. Turkey. 

The EU and other donors 
are providing funds in assist “ 

Mediterranean Partners with 
economic reforms underpin¬ 
ning their liberalisation of 
trade. 

The Euro-Med Conference 
is being organised hy the 
Royal Institute of Inlcrna- 1 

tional Afiairs in association ♦ 

with the Foreign and Com¬ 
monwealth Office and the 
European Commission. ■ _ 
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Pakistan open for 


business on Fridays now 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 


NEW DELHI. India—Pakistan was 


open for business last Friday, the First 
time in (wo decades that government 
offices and most private concerns in 
the Islamic nation have operated on a 
Friday. 

In "one of his first acts in office, 
new hr elected Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif ordered a shift to a Snturday- 
Sun*J;i\ weekend to conform to West¬ 
ern practice and help Pakistan attract 
more foreign investment and trade. 
Since 1477" most Pakistanis have not 
worked on Friday, when devout Mus¬ 
lims follow a religious instruction to 
assemble in mosques for afternoon 
prayers. 

The uni later; decision by Shari], a 
former industrialist, surprised busi¬ 
ness leaders who had hcen pushing 
font realignment of the nation's work 
week. Last year, the Karachi Stock 
Exchange—the nation’s largest—and 
textile exporters in Faisalubad aban¬ 
doned attempts to make Friday a work 
Uuv after drawing opposition from re¬ 
ligious parties and lading to attract 
support from the weakened govern¬ 
ment of ihen-Prime Mir "ster Benazir 
Bhutto. 

The Holy Koran. Islam’s holy- 
hook. dues not prohibit work on Fri¬ 
day. Bui most nf the Islamic world— 
except for a few countries such as In¬ 
donesia. Malaysia and Turkey—has 
adopted the custom of closing work¬ 
places and laking Fridays off 

Pakistan.. created in 1447 as a 
haven lor the Muslims uf British In¬ 
dia. observed a Western-style week¬ 
end for 3o years until Prime Minister 
Zuinq.tr All Bhutto introduced the Is¬ 
lamic custom in an unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt it* retain power by winning over 


Muslim clerics. 

Arif Habib, president of the Kara¬ 
chi Stock Exchange, said last month 
that the market had “given up" on the 
idea and lost hope that any future gov¬ 
ernment would risk offending devout 
Muslims. But securing a two-thirds 
majority in parliament—the largest 
majority that any Pakistani party has 
ever enjoyed—appears to have em¬ 
boldened Sharif, who made no move 
to alter the work week when he was 
prime minister from 1990 to 1993. 

“This was a demand of the business 
community for a very long time." said 
Ilyas Btknir. president of the Federa¬ 
tion of Pakistan Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Industry. “The factories are 
open, the business houses are open 
and all the shops arc open today We 
are quite happy.” 

Offices of federal and provincial 
governments. including state-owned 
banks, opened in the morning tor a 
half day. So did the stock exchange in 
Karachi. Bilour said factories stayed 
open all day but gave workers time 
off in the afternoon to attend 
mosques. 

Pakistan’s largest religious party. 
Jamaai-c-Islumi. staged street protests 
Thursday against the change and con¬ 
tinued demonstrations around the na¬ 
tion Friday. The party boycotted the 3 
February election and therefore has 
no elected representatives who could 
challenge Sharirs decision in parlia¬ 
ment. 

“If we do have a weekly holiday, it 
should be Friday.” said Syed Munaw- 
,ir Hasan, the party's secretary gener¬ 
al. “The Muslims should have sanctity 
for Friday. Christians have Sunday. 
The Jews have Saturday.” 

Bilour predicted more opportunity 
for contact with foreign businesses on 


Fridays would bolster Pakistan’s for¬ 
eign trade, but he dismissed as 
unreliable various estimates of 
the size of the increase. Paki- 
stan's largest trading pan-tdgp 
ners arc the United ajip|l||l 
Stales and Japan. 

Hasan disputed that 
Pakistan would real- 
ize an increase in in- 
temutionul com- 
mercc, noting that 
the nation would 
lose business contact 
on Sundays with such /|f8fig£pj^p 
Islamic countries as M mjjKgSg^^^ 
Saudi Arabia, another ^^ 

major trading partner. j 

“It has very little to M 

do w'ith business and 
trade. Saudi Arabia. * 

Egypt- the United 

Arab Emirates— -j 

they have more 

exports than ~J fe'/ 

Pakistan, and 

they take Fri- , 

day as a holi- ] {. « 

day.” Hasan safd. K J 

Sharif announced 'J' 
the change l in 

a televised **—" vs/*- - * 

speech last 

Sunday, the beginning of ) 
what turned out to be an un- J 
usual ly long work week f 
here. This weekend, most J 
Pakistanis will do some- / 
thing else they have nut > — 
done for 20 years— f 
lake Sunday off. ■ / ,i-= 
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In Russia , aid groups find 


charity doesn ’t begin at home 


By Richard Boudreaux 


MOSCUW—lg*»r Donenku 
wants to prove Lhat the new 
Russia has a ■.uul. From a 
cramped basement on the 
northeast edge of Moscow, he 
is struggling to revive the for¬ 
gotten impulse of philanthropy. 

A 'light, intense, soft- 
spoken psychiatrist who wears 
jeans to work. Donenko res¬ 
cues schizophrenic and manic- 
depressive patients from the 
poverty and prisonlike regimes 
of state mental hospitals. 

He treats them with medica¬ 
tion and a kinder therapy 
adapted from the West. 


A dozen or more patients 
each day croud his four-room 
basement to learn clerical 
skills, study English, socialize, 
exercise and cook lunch in a 
clubhouse atmosphere. About 
200 have undergone treatment: 
nearly ail function better, he 
says, and 30 have found jobs. 

To finance this treatment, 
the 37-year-old doctor set up 
one of Russia’s first post- 
Soviet charities. Human Soul 
Foundation, and appeals tire¬ 
lessly to the consciences of the 
country ’s new rich. "You make 
money, and we help people.” 
he tells them. “Lei’s be part¬ 
ners." 


It’s a hard sell. After a prom¬ 
ising sun. Human Soul and 
other priv jte charities are hcar- 
i ng inn more often from 
would-be donors, who face 
growing pressures and uncer¬ 
tainties" in Russia's wild free 
market. 

Philanthropy was prestigious 
here a century ago. w hen noble¬ 
men and wealthy merchants 
built hospitals and orphanages 
under the czar. Then the Com¬ 
munist* erased the notion of 
noblesse oblige along with the 
nobility itself. Now the Com¬ 
munist' substitute is gone: the 
state no longer lakes care of 
everyone. Donenko is trying to 



Life in Russia has not changed but the lot of most people has worsened 


help fill the void. 

He’s not alone. Since the So¬ 
viet Union’s collapse more than 
five 

years ago. more than 4.01 Hi 
private charities have sprang up 
across Russia ro help the grow¬ 
ing ranks of defenseless poor 
and disabled. 

With start-up aid ami advice 
from the Wot. the groups 
learned fund-raising tech¬ 
niques—from charity balls to 
direct mail—while winning le¬ 
gal status and tax exemptions 
from Russia's parliament 

By 1995. Donenko had 65 
corporate contributors in Rus¬ 
sia— enough, he hoped, to .sus¬ 
tain and expand Hu¬ 
man Soul after its 
two-year S400.1XJ0 
grant from the US 
Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development 
ran out last fall. 

Then the bubble 
burst. Donenko is 
down to four contribu¬ 
tors. $8,000 in debt 
and facing cutbacks in 
his program. 

What went wrong'? 
Several things, ac¬ 
cording to Donenko 
and other charity orga¬ 
nizers experiencing 
the same withdrawal. 

For one, the Mos¬ 
cow mayor's office 
began strong-arming 
businesses to donate 
to official “charity” 
schemes, which have 
more to do with build¬ 
ing monuments and 
restoring a giant ca¬ 
thedral than helping 
the needy. 

Also, entrepreneurs 
never made a habit of 
charity. According to 
surveys, most have 
donated at least once: 


hut. unsure of Russia’s political 
future, they avoid long-term 
commitments. Alter taking 
their iniii.il donors for granted. 
• charities arc realizing that rais- 
• inn mono is full-time work.” 
-says- Paul Legendre of Mos¬ 
cow’s Charities Aid Founda¬ 
tion 

Finally, tat agents became 
more el ficicnt at collecting rui¬ 
nously high taxes, and racket¬ 
eers became more rui bless in 
extorting protection money. As 
a mailer of self-preservation. 
Russia’*- new rich lost the in¬ 
centive to seek public recogni¬ 
tion lor doing good. 

"I i s not the best idea right 
now to call attention to your 
profits.” says a Moscow indus¬ 
trialist "If I want to help. I’ll 
help my famiry. my friends, my 
circle. Quietly. I won't get in¬ 
volved in charity.’’ 

Human Soul itself has been* 
burglarized, robbed of its 
phones, shaken down by the 
neighborhood godfather and of¬ 
fered police protection—for a 
bribe. Like its former donors, 
the charity has adopted a low 
profile: it no longer displays a 
nameplate on the door. 

Donenko. ever the idealist, is 
undaunted. The foundation will 
try to limp along on modest 
grants from abroad, he says, 
and keep searching for donors 
at home. 

“The motivation to do good 
is alive in some Russians, and 
there are others who need to be 
helped” he said. ’The question 
is how to connect them. When 
the situation is more stable, 
people’s logic will change, and 
our work will be easier” ■ 
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Swindlers or Schindlers list? ’ 


Continued from page 4 


that the story is untrue at the 
core. At a time in Hitler's Ger¬ 
many when every chicken, eve¬ 
ry piglet was registered and had 
to he accounted for by municipal 
livestock enumerators—and at a 
time when even pets were put on 
ration cants—would such an op¬ 
eration have been possible?,*’ the 
source wondered. 

In Nazi Germany, the source 
explained, "there was a regular 
animal and livestock census. If 
an emergency butchering had to 
take place or an animal was ac¬ 
cidentally killed or diseased, 
each incident had to be reported 
to local authorities—down to the 
very last chicken. So the Schin¬ 
dlers must have been swindlers. 
The fictional ’facts’ around this 
story have been fabricated from 
thm air. Most Christian Germans 
are concerned about the charac¬ 
ter development that seems to 
have been done in this holocaust 
promotion lobby flick.” 


In Cone with the Wind, Mar¬ 
garet Mitchell, for example, 
took some liberties with Melly 
Wilkes' pregnancy—which, if 
you read the history book, lasted 
some 14 months in order to ac¬ 
commodate an extra battle be¬ 
tween the North and South. 
Now this is clearly ludicrous. Of 
course that could not be. But 
does that invalidate the novel? 
That fine point slides right by 
because the characters are true. 
They are so true that they arc 
palpable. The atmosphere is 
true. Whatever the characters 
do. whatever the ambiance of 
the different chaplets might be, 
the characters within this novel 
act within their nature and in the 
spirit of the times. This is not 
true of “Schindler’s List.” 

Schindler is portrayed as an 
opportunistic, corrupt, devious, 
greedy, utterly contemptible 
German, who keeps triple sets 
of doctored business records, 
boozing it up, exploiting the 
war.- betraying his country. 


cutting shady deals right in a 
beautiful church and right with¬ 
in earshot of other worshippers. 
The question then comes up: 
Who was this Schindler? Real¬ 
ly? He lived. He is not just a 
character. We get some real-life 
glimpses from some interviews 
with his ex-wife whose name is 
Emilie. whom he left stranded 
in post-war Argentina with a 
big pile of debts, and who. ac¬ 
cording to press reports, to this 
day is supported by Jewish 
charity; 

Reporter “What do you 
think of your husband?" 

Emilie: “Look. I don’t think 
of him.” 

And in another interview: 
“Schindler was a fool. He was 
a strange man." 

“He was a hero to the Jews." 
she has said also. “Not to me. 
He was stupid. Useless.-Half 
crazy. To hell with him." 

Said Emily, as she stood by 
her ex-husband's grave a few 
years later. “] felr nothing. 


Nothing. Nothing." 

Schindler died in the 1970s 
and was buried in Jerusalem. 
“This strange “German”—* 
otherwise corrupt down to his 
toes—was really just another 
member of the Tribe, fact 
which is withheld in this politi¬ 
cally expedient, highly touted 
venture of socking it yet one 
more lime to the bedeviled Ger¬ 
mans. The film may be a a cin¬ 
ematic masterpiece, but is inter¬ 
nally flawed." the source told 
Sharui RTV news agency. 
“Oskar Schindler shows all the 
attributes lhat are simplistically 
attributed by red-neck ?nti- 
Semites to the Jews—often lo 
our embarrassment. Tor things 
are not that simple, and should 
not lx in an artistic piece merit¬ 
ing approbation and respect” 

"The "German-Nazi Party” 
golden-pin-wearing Schindler 
is lazy, crooked, cheats on his 
wife, doctors his books, wheels 
and deals in a church—a scene 
which comes right out of the 


"Eternal Jew" where Nazis 
showed the Jews in an unflat¬ 
tering light carrying on busi¬ 
ness deals in the synagogue 
while the cantor sings up 
front—a piece of work that has 
been criticised as heing too 
simplistic.” the source ex¬ 
plained. “There is discord. It 
comes from the broad brush 
portrayal lhat the only people 
in the film who are kind. just, 
noble, dedicated, benign and 
soulful are the Jews. Schindler 
the Villain has none of these 
McGuffey Readers qualities. 
Schindler the profligate ‘re¬ 
deems’ himself by saving Jews 
—that is his only saving grace. 
The character lacks depth. If it 
is claimed that umi-Semites al¬ 
ways caricature Jews, then 
anti-German Spielberg in 
’Schindler’s List’ has merely 
reversed the stereotypes,” the 
source concluded.® 


Shand RTV news 
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Palestinians perform Friday prayers in a field at the foot of Jabal Abu Ghneun, whilst 
two Israeli soldiers look on. The decision by UJaid Prime Minister Beryamin Netan*. 
yahu to build an Israeli settlement on Jabal Abu Ghne’m has created much controvert . 
sy and could mean an end to the already ailing peace process. See front page story. 


Netanyahu is de; 
long live Deri 


Bv Barrv Chamish 


RUMOURS. NAY. news of Binyamin Netanya¬ 
hu's impeding demise are rife. It seems he> 
flunked his police interrogation and charge?^ 
will be brought against hint for appoinun g/j^i 
Roni Bar-On as his State Attorney-General ca||gl 
in order to appease the blackmailer Arieh 
Deri. Once in power. Bar-On agreed to ar- 
range a plea bargain for Deri that would pot T 
an end to his years on trial for fraud and .'J wfc 
embezzlement and pave the way for has re- 
turn to the cabinet. Hgjp$ 

The issue Deri used was Hebron: if he 
didn’t get his way. his JO-seat Shas Party 
would vote against the withdrawal from fJfi 
Hebron and so', bring down the govern- /=fi / f 
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Netanyahu is the victim of a mey\ 
dia putsch that will see either a uni- 
tv government or elections. The 
brave reporters of Israel pooled ||| 

their resources and managed to get Netanya- 
hu ouL This is not the time to defend the V5S| 
Prime Minister, what he did was despicable. 

So controlled is he by the forces of the Council ^ 
On Foreign Relations that he sold out the first 
capital of Judaism. Hebron, for a bribe to the far 
more despicable Arie Deri. 

But that has been the way of the "peace" 
process from day one. And thai is the point: mdk 
the Israeli media 

has been most se- . ’ ... MfL a 

lective in its l5raers PrtelB MiDlllBr IflMfl 

tecuve in ns netakvaru IR91 

choice or scan- 

month ago, the \. 
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motion to Deri 

about which of his and his cronies’ phones were 
lapped. 

Apparently the conduit for these invaluable 
tips was Eli Barak, head of the Jewish Unit, the 
dirty tricks department of the Shabak whose 
goal is to weaken resistence to the handover of 
Jewish cities and towns in the Occupied territo¬ 
ries by criminalizing the Jewish residents of 
these so-called settlements and their supporters. 
Barak's biggest operation was the running of 
Avishai Raviv, who eventually provoked Yigal 
Amir into shooting a blank buffet at Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin's back, thus demonizing all opposition to the 
“peace” process. 

Barak flunked his lie detector test when asked 
questions about the role he played in Dolan's ne¬ 
farious schemes. But his boss. then-Shabak head 
Yaacov Perry didn't do so hot cither. The Gid- 
ron inquiry found his results “inconclusive." 

Clearly. Netanyahu’s acceptance of Deri's ex¬ 
tortion demand was scandalous. But if the Israeli 
media had wanted to build up another Deri- 
based scandal, here is a REAL scandal they 
chose not to investigate. 

Literally, at the same time that Netanyahu 
was being questioned, the same police force an¬ 
nounced that it would be sending investigators 
to Belgium to get to the bottom of the now- 
buried Avi Dotan affair. According to Yedior 
Ahronot (20/1/97), the police will be asking for 
cooperation from their Belgium counterparts 
about two alleged crimes. First. “The suspicion 
that Dotan accepted a bribe for implicating a 
Belgium diamond seller in the wiretapping 
charges contained in the Gidron Report" Cur¬ 
rently, there is not enough public information to 
know what this charge is all about. But we can 
make an educated guess that the bribe came 
from either Deri or the Internal Security (police) 
Minister of ihe previous government. Moshe 

Shahal. ’ .. , 

How can such a risky supposition be made? 
Just look at the second charge. “According to 
police suspicions, then-Director of the Office of 
Internal Security Minister Moshe Shahal. Avi 
Dotan, flew to Belgium in order to free a drug 


dealer held in prison there. He convinced the 
Belgians to release him by claiming he was an 
undercover agent on duty at the time of his ar- 


Police investigators will examine the possibil¬ 
ity that Dotan accepted a bribe from some 
source to intervene in the release... Later, Bel¬ 
gian police sent evidence to Israel dial shed 
more light on the incident. 

The drug dealer was none other than Aharon 
Weiner, arrested last year in a multi-million dol¬ 
lar purchase of 650 kg. of cocaine. Weiner is a 
close associate ot Arie Deri and a chief suspect 
in Deri's bribe-taking scams. One or the primary 
mysteries of Deri’s crimes is where the alleged 
$50 million in bribes he collected while Minister 
of the Interior between 1988-94 disappeared to. 
Early on in ihcir investigations of Deri, the Is¬ 
raeli media followed a trail leading to- Europe, 
drags and money laundering. Thai trail withered 
away after Deri joined the government of Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin and agreed lo offer it the Shas Par¬ 
ly s support for the “peace” process 

While Netanyahu suffocates on the noose of a 
separate Den scandal, Israel police are follow¬ 
ing a scent, more of a stink, on a far fouler path. 
Eft*” ,rn P]y;?? lhat the former Minister of 
the Police and his Director General accepted a 
bn be from Deri ora close supporter with an in¬ 
terest in keeping him in the government, to lib- 
erate a cocaine-selling henchman who got 
caught with his fingers in the slash in Belgium. 

The Bar-On attair is definitely a scandal but 

anv kind nf ^ nd if the Likud ™ 

° r a If Netanyahu was any 

fihhv h„L man 'n lhey K W0Uld ex P° se whole 
filthy business. But that would mean revealing 

the nastiest secrets of the -peace’’ process nnri 

the Rabin assassination causing the whole house 

of cjds called the Israeli political system to 

,u ^r h r r imo 1 20 ' nfcctious 

This Netanyahu cannot do. So the krai; 
d.a will have its way, hc wiU go 

“ mp wi " rclum 10 rmai| y - J 
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Successful 
Tourist Week 


Cyprus 


• The First Cyprus Tourism Week 
continued its activities in the Forte Grand 
Hotel marking the start of a prosperous 
era between Jordan and Cyprus, said the 
Regional director of Cyprus Airlines in 
Jordan and Palestine, Mr Awni Madaen. 
The week is sponsored by the committee 
to activate tourism in Cyprus. This is in 
co-operation with the Forte Grand, Cyprus 
Airlines and Mcrdian Hotel in Lemosoul. 
The Cyprus delegation is headed by Mr 
Clcamhis Noftis. director of Cyprus 
Tourism Organization. Guests were 
introduced to traditional music by the 
Cyprus Folklore Group. Cypriot chefs 
were specially down in to serve delicious 
cuisine from that inviting land. 



14th Arab Music Academy Conference 


Arabic music finds listening 

ears at home 


By Munlher Hamdan 
Special in The Star 

I N A bid to further Arab coordination in 
the field of music, the 14th Arab Acad¬ 
emy conference and Second Music Ros¬ 
trum was held from 3 to 5 March in 
Amman under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor AJ Hussein. Taking 
place at the Royal Cultural Center and includ¬ 
ing a number of musical concerts and lectures, 
the event is considered to be among the most 
important activities organized by the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) of Noor A1 Huss¬ 
ein Foundation. 

The three-day event, held in cooperation 
with Jordan's Ministry of Culture and the 
International Music Council of UNESCO, 
focused on the elements of Arabic music and 
their historical significance. Participating in 
the conference was a large number of Arab 
music experts and members of the Arab Music 
Academy. Those included from Algiers. Bah¬ 
rain. Egypt. Iraq, Lebanon and Libya. 

The opening ceremony was a real show of 
music performed by professionals and local 
talents. After speeches delivered by the Minis¬ 
ter of Culture Mr Ahmed Al Qndah. Munir 
Bashir, secretary of the Arab Music Academy 
and Kifah Fakhouri, the head of the conser¬ 
vatory. the NMC’s orchestra presented its 
creativity playing a set of genuine Arabic 
musical pieces. 

The orchestra presented two musical pieces. 
The first was the "AI Maawel” (Spades) by 
Tawfik Al Basha and the Al Qamh (Wheat) 
hy the late Egyptian singer and composer 
Muhammad Abd Al Wahbab. Then came 
then on stage the brilliant oud player Sakher 
Hat tar along with his Arab music band play¬ 
ing traditional tunes. Al Muwashahax had their 
fair share in the concert as six girls of the 





The NMC's orchestra led by Murtada during Monday's performance 


NMC led by the conductor Harez Al Ashi 
sang “Ya Man Laebai Behi Shantouluif and 
’•Qamar Luh Layali". AI A>hi himself sang 
Urn Kalthoum's "Hikaycl Hub" tA love 
Story), a song composed hy the renowned 
Egyptian composer Baligh Hamdi. Nuser 
Irsheid. the Jordanian singer who has won 
recently the golden Microphone prize in Bah¬ 
rain^, dazzled the audience with his "Kail 
Ughanni (How come I singt. a song written by 


the Jordanian poet Ali Al Batteeri. With Zah- 
rat A! Madaen {The Rose of Cilic-i. the 
famous nationalistic song dedicated to Jerusa¬ 
lem. Qamar Badwan. a Jordanian young and 
talented singer, concluded the ceremony. 

Badwan. 19. said that she started playing the 
organ before she received her training al 
Freddy for Music. "I got a scholarship from 
the NMC to study music; 1 am now working 
on a cassette of an Egyptian production that 


includes a number of songs composed hy 
Wael and tibazi Al Sharqawi and written hy 
Mustafa Al Tibi and Tareq Al Muhandes. 

On the same d.iv. the NMC’s orchestra cave 
a thrilling concert at the main theater of the 
RCC. They were led h\ the Jordanian conduc¬ 
tor Ridah Murtada whu made his debut there 
and then. A Jordan born in 1975. he was musi¬ 
cal l\ trained in Germany. As well as conduct¬ 
ing. he plays the violin and piano. 

The concert was in (w-o parts. In the first 
part the audience listened to Mozart's Over¬ 
ture to the Marriage of Figaro and the Fantasy 
for Piano and Orchestra accompanied hy the 
Jordanian pianist Hana Malhas. The latter 
symphony is an achievement by the Jordanian 
young composer Sued Haddad. 

The second part was wholly devoted to 
Bcthovcn’.s Symphony No.2 with its three 
movements. ( Adagio Molto-AHcgro Con 
Brio. Larghello and Allegro Molloi. The audi¬ 
ence were given the chance to experience 
Bclhovcn's wild and turbulent music. 

Musical patterns and their performing styles 
in the Arab countries was the title of the first 
seminar on the program’s agenda. The partici¬ 
pants highlighted the variety with which the 
Arabic music is performed in Arab countries 
citing examples on some of these patterns. 

Talking about the general features of the 
Arabic Music. Mr Elia Kransis from Lebanon 
said that the Arabic language and soul in addi¬ 
tion to the local environement of each musical 
style within the Arabic countries arc two main 
elements that contributed to the development 
of this kind of music. 

The second seminar, held on Wednesday 
and titled “Rhythms of Arabic Music’’, high¬ 
lighted the local environment's impact on pro¬ 
ducing diverse rhythms for Arabic music. ■ 


Celebrant Singers 


Choir for peace 


Abu Shakra Trading Agency introduces 
Eau Parfumee Extreme from Bvlagari 


By Anca de Maio 

> Special to The Star 

I I is not everyday we are in¬ 
troduced to such a special 
kind of music. Last Satur¬ 
day evening, the North 
American group. Celebrant 
Singers, played and interpreted 
songs of peace, rest and assu¬ 
rance for a Jordanian audience 
at the Mariott Hotel. 

Organized and sponsored by 
Freddy for Music in collabora¬ 
tion with the Marriott Hotel, 
the choir's first performance 
in Amman offered an interest¬ 
ing cultural and musical expe¬ 
rience to the Jordanian public. 

The Celebrant Singers is 
one of seven Jon Stemkoski’s 
choirs that perform 350 to 400 
recitals in about 30 countries 
. every year. . 

t As a full-time activity, each 
25 -member group travel 11 
months a year and reach out 
night after night all over the 
world with their heartfelt rep¬ 
ertory of hymns and spiritual- 
songs. This year alone the Cel¬ 
ebrant Singers, directed by Mr 
David Dick, performed in Sn 
Lanka. Vietnam. China. Egypt, 
the United Arab Emirates and 

Jordan. . . . 

In Amman they have ateo 
sung at the College de Ja Salle, 
at the Baptist School and 


Church, in the Alliance 
Church and the Assemblies of 
God Church. 

Their next scheduled stops- 
over are Cyprus, Lebanon and 
Armenia. They have sung in 
front of Pope John-Paul II at 
the Vatican and for Mother Te¬ 
resa. • 

“We are a non-profit group 
made up of people from very 
different backgrounds that vol¬ 
unteer to sing together, ex¬ 
plained Mr Dick. “Each of us 
decided one day to pack 
everything up and go to sing 
God's love throughout the 
world," he continued. “I per-, 
sonally joined the group seven 
years ago.” 

“The present formation 
counts people from all over the 
United States including Cana¬ 
da. Travelling and living to¬ 
gether, we have come to know 
and love each other like in a 
big harmonious family.” he 
adektf. 

The 10 singers, the instru¬ 
ment players, the sound ma¬ 
chines technicians, the signer 
for the hard of hearing, under 
the direction of Mr Dick, 
touched die audience with 
their sincere feelings and ar¬ 
tistic mastery. “There are few 
professionals among us actual¬ 
ly, but ouneam work is very 
serious and implies constant 


training and improvement.” 
underlined the director. 

Their thematically compact 
repertory consists of a collec¬ 
tion of very old hymns :ind ne¬ 
gro spirituals that have been 
rearranged and modernized as 
well as songs written hy peo¬ 
ple in the Stcmkoski organiza¬ 
tion. 

The original compositions 
of the Siemkoski's 2lbyc;ir or¬ 
ganization are recorded in ;i 
new album every two years. 
Dick told The Star. 

According to one of the so¬ 
loists. the latest cassette of the 
Celebrant Singers is the lop 
expression of their work anJ 
bears as title the name of a 
song whose words and music 
arc signed hy Jon Stcmkoski 
himself: "His love is holding 
you." Selling cassettes and 
discs is one of the sclf- 
subventioning sources of the 
group, she said. 

The Celebrant Singers end¬ 
ed their show with a standing 
ovation from the elated audi¬ 
ence. “It was a pleasure fur 
everybody to hear them sing 
so clearly about the word of 
God." concluded Mr Freddy 
Danud. Expressing his grati¬ 
tude and satisfaction, he con¬ 
cluded: For almost two hours, 
"we were in Heaven” ■ 


Mr Rami Abu Shakra. gen¬ 
eral manager of Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency introduces the 
new fragrance Eau Parfumee 
Extreme from Bvlgari. 

Green tea leaves, known for 
their medicinal and beneficial 
effects arc the source of the 
base note in the Bvlgari's first 
cologne. Eau Parfumee. 
launched in 1992. is delicate 
and discreet, yet it has a lively 
and citrusy scent of green tea. 
This cologne tor men and 
women, sold exclusively in 
Bvlgari boutiques for the last 
few years and now in the lead¬ 
ing perfumeries world-wide, 
was acclaimed by consumers, 
winning prestigious Interna¬ 
tional awards. It was named 
"Fragrance of the Year” in the 
US. "Eurohest” in the United 
Kingdom and "Coup dc 
Cocur” in France. Sharon 
Slone, the decade's most sen¬ 



suous star, admitted to "want¬ 
ing in bathe in Eau Parfumee.” 

Eau Parlumec Extreme com¬ 
pletes the classic Eau Parfumee 
line in this new version dedi¬ 
cated to the men and women 


who love fresh colognes, who 
yearn for a profound physical 
and psychological well-being, 
and who use seems to achieve 
pleasure and serene 
fulfil I mem. ■ 


Taybet Zaman wins British 
Airways Tourism for 
Tomorrow Award 


Jordan Season to prove great 
spinner for tourists 


IN the wake of Ihe "Jordan Season in Par- 
that opens on 11 March and inaugurated 
hv HM Queen Noor and Mrs Bernadette 
rhirac over 50 French travel agents 
toured Jordan in the past week. They were 
invited to the Kingdom by the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Jordan Tourism Board, 

Mr Ziad Dakkak, general manager of 
nakkak Tours said 50 French travel agents 
!niired Jordan to give them first haud infor¬ 
mation about the Kingdom and whar it can 

offer foreign tourists. 

r is hoped that through such promotional 
"paigns can attract more and more tour- 
? « ^occially from France and Europe 
£ould make Jordan as their holiday destt- 

naI A , ? | n ' vc! agents in Jordan are coordinat- 
■ „ /heir efforts with the Ministry of Tour- 
,ng ,« make the Jordan Season in Paris a 
gre^r success. Representatives of these 


local hotels will 1 ’ 

be present in 
France al the time 
of the opening. 

Dakkak says 
that his travel 
agency has been 
promoting Jordan 
to French tourists 
as early as 1995. 

Dakkak Tours 
are concentrating 
on French tourists 
from all walks of 
life as well as ■ , 

group lours from Oahkak 
the professions as 
well as students. 

The marketing campaign during the Jw- 
dan season will definitely attract lm.% ol 
French tourists and will in turn contribute 
to the national economy. Dakkak said. ■ 


A VILLAGE resort near Petra 
is the global winner of Lhe 1996 '■ ■ 
British Airways Tourism for 
Tomorrow Award. The Taybet 
Zaman Village Hotel and Resort 
beat ofT competition from more IE**,* 
than 190 projects world-wide to ™p|;| 
lake this prestigious prize. The 
project is designed to allow tour- 'HpRI 
ists greater insight into local 
Arab culture and. at the same 
time, to benefit the community. 

Northern Ireland's Lakeland H 
Country Breaks scooped the UK UE 
award proving that, despite Us H*- ■£ 
problems, the region's tourism Hgifi 
is alive and kicking. Lakeland Hf||l 
Country Breaks won with their j||$lp 

commitment to _ __ sSBc 

fostering lour- ;' ' “ .. 

ism in rural ToUflSttl 

ureas for the ! f or Tomorrow 

benefit of the j 
community and j 
visitors. , 

The British i 

Airways Tour- i 

isnt for Tumor- ! 

row Awards i 

recognize any J British AMtwwrs 

organization ^ 

involved in the -- 

tourism indus¬ 
try that has taken steps to conserve their 
local heritage or environment. At I.on- 


BRITfSH Atttwmis 


don's at Hampton Court Palace, Judith 
Chalmers. Sir Colin Marshall and 
David Bellamy hosted the ceremony and 
announced Lhe winners ■ 
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‘foe-A'Ppeo r 

By Osama EJ-Sherif 

The ‘photoless* Afghans 

AFGHANISTAN'S TALIBAN movement is eagerly 
striding back into the dark ages—and making headway. 

In a latest of a series of idiotic edicts, the Kabul govern¬ 
ment announced that it was renewing an earlier ban on 
photographing, or publishing photographs, of living 
things. That includes every living thing that flies, walks, 
crawls, slithers or swims. Why‘.’Because the fundamen¬ 
talist movement believes taking photographs of living hr- j 
ings is against the Islamic Sharia. That, of course, is not 
only wrong, but stupid as well. 

But since the Talibans are in control—for the time be¬ 
ing—the ban should he taken seriously. 

The Afghans, not known to be in id amateur photogra¬ 
phers. may not feel the brant of this ban. They have been 
busy shooting each other with real guns for ihe last five 
years. So I don’t think many will protest not being able to 
Lake pictures of camel caravans strolling indifferently un¬ 
der the blistering sun. or of sheep huddling together in the 
winter evenings, or of people haggling over the price of 
chicken in the"Friday market. 

They will be allowed, however, to take pictures of in¬ 
animate objects: stark and dreary mountains, roaring un¬ 
harnessed rivers, blown up buildings, burnt fields and de¬ 
serted villages. 

The ban applies to foreign journalists covering the in¬ 
ternecine war in that country. They will have to settle for 
pictures of charred tanks, downed MiGs and collapsing 
bridges. But not of Mujahideen fighters, armed to the 
teeth, shooting at .tnylhing that moves—and not with a 
camera either. 

if my hunch is right, there is a black market in Afghani¬ 
stan for everything the government has banned so far: al¬ 
cohol. western music, transistor radios and who knows: 
even pictures of real human beings! 

But imagine the cost of such a ban on the lives of ordi¬ 
nary Afghanis. First. Ihev will he issued wilh photolcss 
passports and identity cards. Their newspapers will con¬ 
tain many hlank boxes with captions that read something 
like: "Imagine in this space our heluved prime minister 
meeting a UN envoy yesterday at the City Hall to dissuss 
food shipments.” Or. the paper would run a picture of the 
room where the two men had met. showing inanimate ob¬ 
jects only like furniture, walls, ceiling, carpels and ash¬ 
trays. 

Children will not watch cartoons on TV and the family 
will not gather in front of the box to watch a game of 
football or a drama series. In fact Afghan TV' will prob¬ 
ably spend a fortune on thousands of feet of National Ge¬ 
ographic documentaries, minus the exciting scenes of 
wildlife in action, and keep the ones of oceans, mountains 
and barren desens. 

The Taliban han was issued as this century comes to a 
close. The Talibans will not find supporters of their ver¬ 
sion of Islam even in the most strict and orthodox coun¬ 
tries. But if they are so literal in their interpretation of Is¬ 
lam. I wonder why they haven’t started with God's most 
clear commandments: to respect and preserve human life, 
to show compassion towards each other and to make 
peace with their enemies. 

These are the same people who banned women from 
working and little girls from going to school. The Tali¬ 
bans. with their inanimate ideas and upside-down view of 
the world, are bringing a scourge on Afghanistan that is 
worse than all the evils that visited their country in the j 
past two decades. ■ . _ 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 


i Welcome to heaven ■ 
Here'S vour harp- 








pfwekome to he/I-- i 
Here'S your accord** 
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‘Oh my God! It’s Yvonne!* 
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La pression monte autour de Jerusalem 

•if Premier ministre israilien Benjamin Netanyahou a ordonne A la police 9 “ Cfre 

opera, i 
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palestinicpne si elie est prate ou non a Termer ses bureaux, nous 
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L’Autorite palestinienne a dementi de son cote que ces mstUuhans dependaumt d e %- 

Us mediasisraeUens ont cite ces demiers mois parmi tes institutions 

office de* stalistiques, un bureau du cadastre, uite antenne de l agence depress potedi 

Taft Tn cmtidl "chard,.s cur Icncrgic. un „m« cartography, at un cent" d’mde aux 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


P CeU. usance de Benjtunin Xetanyakou «r tnterrenu. au momenu o i to *» 

fcsite ou doit etre construit un nouveau qttartierjutfa fa 

erMi d'un oiffl*** quartierjuifde colonisation, " 

Ville Sainte, a etc denoncee par la communaute Internationale et ^ de 

Yasser. Arafat qui veutfaire de Jerusalem-est la capitale dufutur Etatpalesnmen qu u qpj« « 
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Syndicate 


Un reglement unifie qui divise 


Economic 

Un ambitieux projet 
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Pour la majorite des syndicats ouvriers de Jordanie , / application 
d’un reglement unifie est contraire a la Uberte syndicate. 

Une mesure qui figure dans la nouvelle loi du travail 
adoptee voila huit mois par le Parlement jordanien. 


Les membres de laligue arabe se sprit engages 
a realiser une zone arabe dejibre^echanged id 
dix ans . Un projet ambitieux, mdis difficile. 
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Chaque fois 

qu'un coup dc vent souffle 
pendant les nuits froides 
de noire pays internal. je 
pense a Paris en rev ant dc 
m'y trouver. Jc me remii- 
morc les promenades au 
bord de la Seine ct toule la 
liherte qui les accnmpa- 
gnait. Tous mes souvenirs 
remonlcnt alors a la sur¬ 
face. et je masque mes 
sourires. commc si j'etais 
amou reuse. 

Presque chaque jour, la 
me me question revieni. 
Pourquoi cst-on oblige de 
souffrir toute noire vie 
alors que d'autrcs peuvent 
jouir de tous lours droits 
en toute liberie? Pourquoi 
doit-on subir tous ces mal- 
heurs. mutes ccs conlrarie- 
t£s qui compliquent nos 
vies? 

li cm pcut-elrc Uiflicile 
dc sc rendre comptc a quel 
point tout un ms de petits 
details sont si cnervunts et 
si genant dans nos vies 
quniidicnncs. ii I'intcrieur 
dune sncictc tradition- 
nelle. Et il est encore plus 
rageam dc sc dire que tes 
choses pounruiem etre plus 
simples, mais nc le sont 
pas. 

Comment faire pour 
supporter une sncictc ou 
I'on doit batailler pour 
faire ses courses, remplir 
des papiers ou envoyer 
des Ictircs? Ces milliers dc 
pelites tracasscrics. on ne 
ccsse de les supporter jour 
el nuiL 

Certains d&rident alors 
de purtir. d'autrcs prcfc- 
ranl rosier sans arreter de 
sc plsnndre. La sculc 


chose qui scmblc ne pas 
s'clcindrc. che/ les uns 
comme chez les autres. est 
I'cspoir que quelquc chose 
finissc par changer. 

Cct espoir ressurgit de 
temps a autre, grace a cer- 
lains evenements. Ainsi. 
1c fait de voir plusieurs 
milliers dc personnes sc 
rassembler voila quelques 
jours sous les feneires du 
bureau du Premier minis- 
tre Abdul Karim Kabariti 
n'etait pas un evdnement 
ordinaire. Ii n'est pas habi- 
tuel de voir le chef du 
gouvememem en discus¬ 
sion avec le president du 
syndicat des ingenieurs, 
lui pro me eta nt de rdsoudre 
lous les problemes. Une 
manifestation qui n'a dd- 
bouchd sur aucune repres¬ 
sion. aucune arrestation. 

C'est probable me nl ce 
type d'evdnement qui ren- 
forcc notre uttachemeni a 
noire pays. Car il fait 
nailre cn nous i'espoir de 
change me nls. 
d'amdI [oration, de progrfcs. 
Senfuir pourrsiii etre 
ccrtcs une solution plus fa¬ 
cile pour obtenir ces 
change men is. Mais com¬ 
ment les problfemes pour- 
raient etre rdsolus si tous 
ceux qui rdelamcnt des 
changements ddcident de 
quitier le pays. 

Et oil peut-on retrouver 
eette occasion dc partici- 
per au mouvement de rd- 
formc. en demandant 
('application de nouvelies 
lois pour Taire dvoluer la 
socidtd? Comment pour- 
ruit-on vivre dans une so- 
cidtd elm nee ne qui nous 
priverait de toutes ces 
joies que nous procure le 
mouvement de reforme? 

J'ai effectivemenl par- 
fois envie d'achcler un bil¬ 
let d'avion et de quitter le 
pays. Mais la souffrance 
semble fitre devenue unc 
drogue qui m'cmpeche de 
panir.B 


La decision prise 

le 22 fevTier dernier par le Co- 
mild central de la Federation 
edndrale des Travailleurs jorda- 
niens (FGTJ) au sujet du 
*reelcmeni unifid des syndi¬ 
cats/- semble avoir mis fin 5 un 
conflit inter-syndical qui dumit 
depuis cinq mois. 

Tout a commencd par 
I'adoption au Parlement de la 
nouvelle loi du travail cn juin 
dernier. L'article 100 de celle 
loi impHquc fdlaboration par la 
direction de la FGTJ d'un 
reglement unifie qui sera impo¬ 
se auv 17 syndicats ouvriers 
membres de la Federation. Huit 
de ces syndicats se sont oppo¬ 
ses a ce diktat, car. jusqu’a pre¬ 
sent. chaque syndicat adoptait 
son propre reglement par la 
biais de son assembles gdnd- 
ralc. 

Pour Uefcndre leur position, 
les opposants avan^aient des 
areumems sol ides qui mctlaicnt 
la direction de la F&ddratien 
dans I'embarras. Parmi ces ar¬ 
guments. Ic fail que l'cxistence 
‘des syndicats membres est an- 
terieure a la nouvelle loi. Un ar¬ 
gument reconnu par ccttc nou- 
vcllc loi ellc-mcme. dans 
l'aniclc 101. Et farticle 110 de 
ccttc loi du travail reconnait lui 
que les -«syndicais consertent 
ieurs droits acquis«. 

De plus, il s'agit la de me- 
sures touchani au droit de liber¬ 
ty syndicate, et non simplement 
a I'organisation syndicate. No¬ 
ions ii eel cganl que les deuv 
conventions Internationales re¬ 
latives a ce droit n’ont jamais 
ete ratifie'es par lc gouveme- 
ment jordanien. malgre les ap- 
pels incessants de 
l Oraanisation intemationale du 
Travail depuis quinze ans! 

Selon Salem Hijazine. presi¬ 
dent du syndicat des travail¬ 
leurs du domaine de la same et 
chef de file des opposants au 



Huit des 17 syndicats ouvriers jordaniens se sont eleves contre 1'application d'un 
reglement unifie a Vensemble des syndicats. 


reglement uni lie. les syndicats 
devront. cn vertu dc ce 
reglement. presenter leur> rc- 
vtfndications d'abord a la FGTJ. 
docile vis-a-vis du aouvcrnc- 
ment. avant dc tnener toute ac¬ 
tion revendieative aupres des 
patrons. - C’est unc disposition 
inscnscc ■■ protcstc-i-il. Ccst 
umre iindependancc ties xvn- 
dicais i jut est cn jeu- 


La justice 
devrait trancher 

Au cours des demiers mois. 
le risque de scissions au sein de 
la Federation ctiicnt grands. 
Des declarations menavantes cn 
cc sens ont die faites par plu- 
s ieurs representants dc 


I‘opposition. Mais tinalcment. 
Ic courant dc la sagessc ct de la 
modcraticm a prtivalu. 

Au cours dc la reunion du 22 
fct rier dernier, la direction de 
la FGTJ a approuve unc bonne 
panic des critiques for mu lies a 
rencontre du reglement uni tie. 
Des modifications ont cu lieu ct 
celui-ei a done etc adopter a la 
majorite. Mais un point de li- 
ticc persistc tout de meme: 
I’assemblce gencrale de chaque 
syndicat a-t-clle Ic droit ou non 
d'adoptcr son propre regle¬ 
ment? 

Les upposanis ont insisle 
pour que cc point dc litige fi¬ 
gure sur Ic pruccs-verbal de 
ccttc famcusc reunion. Pour 


cu\. ii revient disormais a la 
justice dc trancher pour savoir 
s'ils pourront preserver ou non 
leur libene d'action. El ils de- 
vraiem prnchamcment entamer 
une action au pres de la Cour 
supreme de justice. ■ 


Suleiman Sweiss 


Avec ou sans Israel 

el malgre les projets axes sur la 
Mediterranes ou le Moyen- 
Orienu les economies arabes 
doivent mieux coopener et sur- 
tout au niveau de Ieurs echan- 
ges commerciaux. Jordaniens, 
Syriens ou Palestiraens 
possedent des economies trap 
peu developpfes pour 6riger 
des barrieres entre eux. Il esi au 
contraire dans I'imeret de tous 
les pays arabes de la region de 
cooperer. sans parler de ceux 
qui sont plus eloignes comme 
le Maroc ou le Y£men. 

L'fitai actuel de la coopera¬ 
tion inter-arabe n'est pas bon. 
En fait, si la zizanie n'existe 
pas. c'est grace h M.Netanya- 
hou et au front de protestation 
qu i 1 a su ddclenche depuis son 
flection. 

Dans le domaine du Touris- 
me ou du Commerce, les 
echanges restent tres I unites. 
En faiL le commerce inter- 
arabe ne repr£sente que 10^ 
du commerce total des 22 pays 
membres de la Lieue arabe. 
Dans le passe, les raisons expli- 
quant ce faifcde chiffre etaient 
tvidentes. D’une pan. il existait 
un manque de compaiibilite en- 
tre des economies qui propo- 
saient les memes produiis. el 
dautre pan. de fones tensions 
poiitiques empechaient ces 
echanges. 

11 s'agit aujourd'hui de savoir 
si tout cela peut changer. Sans 
montrer trap d'optimisme. on 
peut se rejouir de la reunion 
qui a rassemble voila deux se- 
maincs au Caire les mini sires 


de fEconomie des pays arabes. •' 
Un plan a 6t£ adopts visam 1 
faire toraber les baniferes &o- 
□omiques freinam la coopera¬ 
tion arabe. Le but est de con-; 
cretiser tTici dix ans on projet 
de zone arabe dc libre-^cfumge 
economique. Ce projet vise & 
dlimiher . progressivement les 
barriercs douoni&res existant _ 
entie les 22 f»ys .arabes. Un. 
projet qui se conTormerait bieir " 
sur aux nSglementations de ' 
f Organisation mondial e du 
Commerce (OMC). 

Une telle mitiaiive n'est pas 
vraiment nouvelle. En faiu if ' 
exisie depuis 1981 une conven¬ 
tion visant h favoriser le' dever 
loppemcm des echanges cdm- 
raerciaux arabes. Mais il se 
posait a r^poque le probleme 
de la guerre ffoide entre la phj- 
part des pays •• arabes .et 
l'Egypte. les Egyptians ayant 
refuse de ratifier cel accord. . 


mondiaie. Pour pouvoir iraite-r 
avec -les grands blocs econo* 
miques rnondiaux. les Econo¬ 
mies, "arabes doivent sc rap- 
prochcr et „ ffiuvrcr collccU- 
vemerit. Jl est nEccssairc dc 
devcloppef: les capacitcs du 
monde arabe pour qu'it puissc 
s’associer sur une base par il."lire 
avec tfaulre pays er trailer 
ifEgal it 6gdl. Lots de la pre¬ 
miere reunion '-mihi^l'Erielkr' de 
I'OMG qui s'csmScemmeni te- 
nue 5 Singapour, - une telle 




cooperafion.a manqueau x pays 
* aihbes pour vieientire Ieurs iiUsi- 
n2ts. • '• 

-Au cwire ties dernieres. an-' 
itiecs- ta-Jordanie'^a enregtstre 
une-augmentation, de son com¬ 
merce avec. ses vdisiris hrabiss 
(cf tableau des in»portiiiions_et 
exportations). Une Tendance 
qui' doir ■encouragta': I'eiabHs- 
semem de ceue zonc de librc- 
Echangc, avec ccttc Ibis la par- 


Aujounfhui. ' la creation * ,ticipatron de l'Egypte. pays-efe 
d une zouede libre-Echange est -. .pour le succfcs dc ccprojcL ■ 


devenue une ndeessite pour les 
Economies arabes en raison dc 
la globalisation de i'Economie 


RiadafKboori 
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Importations jbrd. | Exportations joed. 


1994 

1995 

1996* 1994 

1995 

1996* 

Pays arabes 

531 

609 

634 337; 

452;. 

:397- 

Union euro. 

838 

859 

■ 00 

• 

OO 

£ 

63 

71:?: 

Etats-Unis 

233 

241 

271 9 . 

V 15 , 

!i2 

Japon 

94 

91 

108 13 

13 . 

m: 


''pour les mois Ue janyiera odtobro 


Chanson 


Un recital de fraicheur et de bien-etre 


Sur invitation du Centre Culturel et de Cooperation Linguistique d'Amman etde 
VAssociation des Dipldmes des Universites et Instituts frangais, la chanteuse 
Frangoise Le Go Ivan a amene en Jordanie un magnifique bouquet de chansons 
populaires frangaises quelle a offert aux publics d'Amman et d'lrbid. 
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ENVOYER VOTRE REPONSE 

ENQUETE Librairie Philadelphia 


ENQUETE 
Le Jourdain 

Repondez a 
cette enquete et 
gagnezpourSO 
dinars de litres 
en frangais. 


Livres en frangais: 

■ Livres de poche 

■ Ouvrages d'art 

La librairie Philadelphia vous propose chaque jour 
des rabais differents allant de 5 a 10% selon la 
categorie de livres. Le lundi, vous beneficiez d'une 
remise de 7% sur tous les livres en franpais. 


Librairie Philadelphia (Gardenstreet), face a la 
mosquee Tabaa. Tel: 605 861 


Afin de mieux connaitre son lectorat et de repondre a ses attentes, le Jourdain 
lance une enquete aupres de ses lecteurs avec le concours de la librairie 
Philadelphia. Pendant trois semaines, le questionnaire ci-dessous sera publie 
dans la page fran 9 ais du Star. Le 11 mars, un des questionnaires renvoy^s au 
Star sera tir€ au sort et 1’heureux vainqueur se vena remettre pour 50 dinars 
de livres en fran^ais.Vous pouvez renvoyer le questionnaire a cette adresse: 
The Star ou bien par E-mail: A Olivier Bras 

Enquete Le Jourdain Star@nets.comJo 

P.O.Box 9313 


Amman ___ 

Nom: Activity l 

i Nationality: Age: Telephone: i 


Lisez-vous regulierement le Jourdain (precisez la frequence)? 


1 Comment avez-vous deconvert la page en frangais? 


t Pour quelles raisons achetez-vous Le Jourdain? 


Quel type d'informations recherchez-vous dans le Jourdain! politique, culture,...) 


Accompagnee par 

Frangois Verli. pianiste et per- 
cussionniste de jazz, la chan- 
lcu.sc Frangoise Le Golvan est 
montce sur les scenes du Centre 
Culturel Royal et de 
I'Universiie du Yarmouk pour y 
interpreter ses chansons avec 
fesprit. la decontraction er a 
l'humour qui la d£finissent 
comme une veritable come¬ 
dienne de la chanson. 

* J'ai toujours voulu faire du 
the&trc. mais Ic liasard, ou la 
chance, a fait que la chanson 
s'imposait obstincmenl. me de- 
toumant a chaque fois de man 
reve initial *. raconle Frangoise. 
-J'ai fait mes debuts en 1982 a 
Paris coimne chanteuse de rue. 
en re pond ant a tine petite un¬ 
it once qui disail: accordeonisic 
chcrche chanteuse pour reper¬ 
toire alUmt de Piaf a Renaud *. 

La d£couverte de «tr£sors«» 
duns des partitions et interpreta¬ 
tions datant de la fin du si&cle 
dernier el du d£but du 20feme. 
I'age d'or du caf6-conceru avec 
Theresa (1837-1913). Yvette 
Guilbert 1 1865-1943) el ceux 
d'apres 1900. Drancm. Paulus. 
Pol in. Ouvrard. Arletty. I'a 
amcnS h gouter a cette tradition 
si riche et si n<5cessaire dons 
rinitialion d'une chanteuse po- 
pulairc. 

Beaux dans leur simplicity et 
leur thcatralit6. les morccaux 
qu'ellc met a son repertoire con- 
viennent egalement h son talent 
dramatique ei h sa philosophie 
de la vie; -Je chcrche a niettre 
de la /wesie ct Je 1'Cunc dans le 
quotidien et dans les pelites 
choses. j'cssaie de trouver des 
esjiaee.s de beanie dans un 
tieste. dans un mat. dans un re¬ 
gard. C'est ma fagan de me re¬ 
lief an monde-. 

En decouvnint I'esthetique de 
finsignifiant et de I'anodin. 


Frangoise Le Golvan recupere 
dans un repertoire semi-realiste 
la beauts originelle des textes 
qu'on n'eniend plus aujourd'hui 
5 cause de leur normality 
emoussee. Elie chame les 
«petits maux>* d'un doigt ou 
d'un pied, et les soigne joviale- 
ment cn se gargarisant avec 
professionnalisme des banality 
a la fois belles et quasi- 
absurdes. 

Elie transpose en mu- 
sique des dialogues 
et des hisioires 
plus qj'ordinai- 
res en les ac- . 
compagnanl VV ...W, 

d'une surpre- »\\ 
name m^lodie ^^-Vj 
marquee 

des pauses ou | 

des accents 
reguliers. ain- 

si que par des ' I 

avalanches ino- 
pindes de rimes 
originates, comme 
dans sa propre compo- 'gB 
sition Meii-Leo. 1 

Mettam de cdl£ la mu- 
si que des notes pour quelques 
instants, elie rficite la chanson 
Essai du chan leur de Jacques 
Audiberti. Et malgrfi son ab¬ 
sence apparente. la musique est 
quand meme Ib_ celle des mots. 

Elie traduit en frangais un 
vers d'une chanson tradilion- 
nelle de Bretagne, avant de 
1'interpnfiter en breton. en repe- 
tani des formules magiques 
comme «Son an ankou» sur 
une musique troublante et sen- 
suelle. Elie sait chanter aussi 
par le regard, pendant que 
I'histoire se laisse lire sur son 
visage, silencieusemenL. avant 
d'€clater verbalement; Dans la 
fumee tout s'en va. 

Ses chansons se nouni ssent 


I Improvisation. -Le travail en 
duo est difficile dans le sens 
qu'il demande une application 
approfondie et un synchronis¬ 
ing des idies. des phrases, et 
des mots*, affirme Frangois 
Verli. «Mais c’est aussi lun 
nouveau dialogue imprevu 
qu'on engage a chaque fois. 
Nous nous sommes connus 
voila deux ans dans un 


^invention 


contexte de musique improvi- 
see*. ajoute-l-il. -Et c'csl dans 
le jazz actuel qu'on a trouve 
lous les deux le goQt pour la 
replique du moment*. La chan¬ 
son intitulee Echo. sign£e Gol¬ 
van ct Vcrly. invite a une ex¬ 
perience unique: «Laisse z-whs 
glisser sur les mots*. Eux- 
memes se laissent glisser avec 
d&invollure sur les articula¬ 
tions des phrases, sur les ryih- 
mes des lablas hindoucs. et sur 
les notes qui s'appellcnt et sc 
impendent au grd de Ieurs en¬ 
vies. 

Selon sa propre definition. 
<r Golvan, chansons populaires 


tres chaisies et d’inventkm. 
genre air de rien, accroche-toi 
dans les descenies*. le specta- . 
tear est encourage a lac her 
prise et h se iaisser porter par 
les mois, qu’ils sorent pro non¬ 
ces, ciiuchotds. siffl& ou chan- 
lis. Le public francophone jor¬ 
danien a erfes bien reagi 
pendant cette aventure qu'il a 
acceptde avec beaucoup de 
contiance dfes la premiere chan¬ 
son, La vie en rose .cfEdith 
Piaf. Les vers «II me dit des 
. mots d'amour. des mots dc lous 
les jours* contiennent les mols- 
de du spectacle. 

Entre les chansons. la come¬ 
dienne aux yeux petiHants et ii 
- hi demarche de Chariot £ton- 
ne raconte des anecdotes 
di vert issan tes. Dans cc 
type de representa- 
lion, -tin mise 
beaucoup sur 
Vintimitc et sur la 
complicity avec le 
aflirme 
Frangoise Lc Gol- 
nL/5HBr ’ van- Pnur sc senfir 
jM > ‘ Bfv plus pnxhc des 
gens, clic descend 
Hr dans la saile comme les 
* chantcuscs populaires 
dans le caf^s d'antan. «On 
est la ptmr causer, pour ctrc 
ensemble dit-clle. Avec un 
sujet de predilection. I'amour.' 

Pour Frangoise Le Golvan. 
la musique cchappe aux modes 
et aux caroms trap dtroits. Elie 
se nouTTit de spontancile el de 
surprise. Le but dc sa recherche 
d’anistc compldc - chanteuse 
ct comedienne - se n5duit im¬ 
plement a -un plus de vie*. A 
Amman et a Irhid. la formule a 
lonctionnd et le contact a 
dabli. Le recital Golvan-Vcrly? 
Un air dc fraicheur et unc sen¬ 
sation de bien-etre.B 
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THE STAR 9 


Activities 


Ro>al Cultural Centre. 

American Centre Library. 

British Council. 

French Cultural Centre. 

Goethe Institute.. 

Cervantes Institute (Spanishi . 

Turkish Cultural Centre. 

Haya Ans Centre. 

V.W.c.a. . 

Y W.M_A.'”Z!~Z 

Darat al Funun. 

Aha Art Gallery. 

Baladna An Gallery 

Nabi! Al Ma&hini The: ‘re. 

Nahil & Hishams Theatre. 


661026/7 
... 820101 
036147/8 
... 637009 
... 641993 
.. 610858 
. 639777 
... 665195 
...641793 
... 604231 
.643252 
... 639303 
... 657132 
... 675571 
...625155 


Concord Cinema..... 677420 

Plaza Cinema.699238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Spom City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club.8I54IU 

Royal Shooting Club.-.«... 736572 

- Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.A769y0 

Amman Mun. Library.6.36111 

Univ. of Jordan library.843555 

RJS.C.N... 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


To beck your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFGWAY B ldg,. 6 SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 68Q3&7 


The Prime Ministry. 

Amman Greater Municipality. 

Agriculture. 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs. 

Culture / Jobal Amman.. 

Education & Higher Education..... 

Energy & Mineral Resources. 

Finance.. 

Foreign Affairs. 

Industry St Trade.. 

Information .. v . 

Interior Ministry ... 

Justice ..... 


641211 

636111 

■686151 

Labour. 

Municipalities & Environment. 

69SIS6 

...641393 

..641211 

666141 

636391 

669181 

Planning ... 

Post & Communications. 

Public Health . 

...644466 

... 624301 
.. 665131 

815615 

636321 

044361 

Public Works & Housing . 

Social Development.*. 

...668481 

...67319! 

btPI'M 

66319) 


.. 64’’3J J 

641467 


641461 

663111 


.. 6SO 100 

663101 

Youth / University. 

.. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

£ ustri3n .644635 

Bahraini.664I4K/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

.. 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/S24676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 68935] 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.69S851 

Indian . 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani”.. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish . 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Stales. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Important Numbers 

Adria Airways...667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Acromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air Fmnfv 66605S/667S'»4 

Emergencies 

Police. 1 92/621111 

Air India .... 688301/2 

Civil Defence H Q. 193/198/199 
Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Amhulance.. 199 

Alyemda (Air yemen)..653691 

America" West Airlines..... 694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab'Wings.894484 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/S 

High wav Police. 787 111 

Austrian Airlines.. 69384S/694604 
Balkan Airlines.665909 

Hospitals 

Afclch Matcrmiv ..642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abduli.w*4164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafich. ..77511 l/2b 

Al-Muasher Huspii.il.067227/9 

Anul Hospital.074155 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.6285% 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Army. Maria.PHMI/I? 

Hussein Medical Centre.. XI3X13 
Italian-A 1-Muhajrccn .. 777101/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Kitaledi Maiemiiv..’. 644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman. 636141 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 


KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qanias.862288 

University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623470 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airpon..... (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info..(08) 53200 
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Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 

Large Pizza for Medium Charge 

2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


Aqaba Hqtels 

Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba..3I409I 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I ..316250 

Holiday Inti..312426 

\ s^r.wss* Si- Ti*. 5kt-2££? ,• 
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Pi£*a 
-Hut 

World's .No.: 7:zzc. Chsis 

** Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal ” 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
:io» a: Pizza Hitt 



Many Villas & Apanements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent St Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605-810609. 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtuseb Center. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea io your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:3I4131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 




Tel:666705 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Beauty Institute 

O Facia!* 

O Body skirt treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures <£ 
rdtcurcs 


. i ; /, .j- •. 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 


S uiteiscn: 

ja: 


We save you more 
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t-'afi' Restaurant 


Different 






funny Bunny Funny Bunny 





THE BIGGEST 
THE MUST 
DELICIOI S 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HDMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


VlnudiiKih tlmimywarah Si. 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



r*L 
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Tbe first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyxah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily !2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * ■* 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



Walid Jarrar Co. 


j^TTTiiM 1 ' 11 f 




S a f e \v a v - T e 1: 6 85311 



The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i inNK-iN.Tvkh utn&inn>:in» 
Menu si. Jah’r T radc Center 




Z~Z2'Zir ZcZ. 

'iz at 

.*52-380 
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The most deGcioas 
Arabic Sweets 

1 

i 

Ail types of Bread 

k 

i 


Cakes & Pastries 

i 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


PsZZ.AS. .*■>.'aCM 5. CA!-iZ3 
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US aim FOB &m SERVICES 

) * Professional Drycleaning \ 

\ / *ShoeS Repair \ 

\k^/ •Darning ' 

*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jabcr & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947&. 821656 _ 


i rIL' ii.-l:: - A. 

Rounqnes Fzzr?:: :n :: 

,-7 5/”'*/: 


JOSff^JAJWD PUP BERGER fe 


wiiUs yjun ‘ 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE carriage 



Hf’ fax: 

&gs£r~i£5&;rf t * I)-S- 

%.. rF carriage^ RentaCar carriage carriage 




CARRIAG E CA RRIAGE 

£r . 


■- 'ir ? */T: /- 


Wasfi Al- Tal St 
695180 
682525 


4 uto Service Center^ 


_S we ofTer:- 

■ *5* Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

v Automatic & Manual car wash services ■S’ wheel balance maintanance ~ 

❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 
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Not all “ cafe's u are 
pi created equal 

** A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


/.‘k rx « 


Al - Shmeisani, Near Ala Alt, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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The big companies, become Internet Service Providers: 

If you can’t beat’em, 

join’em 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Speial to The Slur 

NOT LONG ago. major com¬ 
panies in the telephone and 
communications business 
were at odds with the Internet 
Service Providers. The rea¬ 
sons for conflict were many; 
ISP’s subscribers pushed up 
the average length of local— 
and usually free—phone calls 
and the telephone operators 
had to accommodate such 
rises by investing in more 
switches, without any expense 
incurred by the ISPs. 

Also, the Internet phone, 
which allows two Internet 
users anywhere in the world 
to make a voice call over the 
Internet., poised a new threat 
to the lucrative international 
phone calls business. 

At one point the big tele¬ 
phone operators in the United 
Stales were demanding to 
impose regulations on the 
Internet phone to safeguard 
against such ■‘free riding" hy 
Internet subscribers. 

However, it seems there has 
been j change of limes and 
attitudes. The very telephone 
services operators who 
attacked the ISPs for their 
unjust snatching of forced 
subsidies from them, have 
taken huge steps towards 
hecominc " ISPs themselves. 
The examples of AT&T. 
Sprint and France Telecom 
manifest this remarkable 
change. AT&T, the US's larg¬ 
est telephone sen. ice operator, 
started offering free Internet 
service with I roe copies of 
Netscape to everyone who 
used AT&T long distance ser¬ 
vices Following its move 


AT&T reportedly became the 
largest ISP in the US within a 
week’s time. AT&T will start 
charging its subscribers a liule 
amount of money for Internet 
connection and. hence, it is 
poised to have a very profita¬ 
ble Internet business. 

In France. France Telecom 
also appears to be following 
AT&T’s paih in response m 



new competition it is facing in 
its own backyard from global 
operators like MCI and 
AT&T. The USA's second 
largest operator. Sprint, is also 
making a dash for Internet 
business both in the USA and 
abroad. Like AT&T. Sprint is 
forming agreements with par¬ 
ties around the world, and par¬ 
ticularly in third world coun¬ 
tries with untapped Internet 
markets, to provide turnkey 
ISP projects or enter into joint 
ventures. 

Jordan has experienced this 
trend in full; Global One/ 
Sprint established Jordan's 
first commercial full Internet 
service after forming a joint 
venture with ihc jordjnian 
company which owns 


the 51 percent of the project. 

The joint venture's total 
investment reached $2,000,000 
according to Mr Imad Ayoub. 
Global One/Sprint Jordan's 
general manager. 

Furthermore. AT&T, again 
in cooperation with a local Jor¬ 
danian partner called First Tel¬ 
ecommunications Group 

t FTG t. has secured a license to 
operate an Internet service in 
Jordan with announced plans 
to offer the service later this 
year. 

These two joint ventures 
with multinationals will be 
competing with national ISP 
licensees.' that are wholly 
owned by Jordanians. 

Globa lOnc/S print Jordan 
is making headways in its 
third world Internet endeav¬ 
ors: according to Pyramid 
Research, a subsidiary of the 
Economist Intelligence Unit. 

Global One has secured 
four contracts to provide 

Internet services in the four 
African nations of Botswana. 
Ethiopia. Zimbabwe and 
Nigeria. 

The contracts, with a value 
of more than S5 million, will 
include delivering the neces¬ 
sary hardware, software, opera¬ 
tion and marketing of the ser¬ 
vices in addition to the 
interconnection to Global 
One's international Internet 
connection service. Global IP. 

Moving to the Arab World. 
Global One has signed a con¬ 
tract in late I*J96 with Oman's 
General Telecommunications 
Organization to provide Inter¬ 
net services through a turnkey 
solution valued at $45(1.000. 
Oman's GTO expects to serve 
some .VuOO subscribers within 


Amman gears up for a huge computing & IT event: 

American Computer Show 97 



THE AMERICAN Computer 
Show *97. organized by the 
American Embassy in 
Amman, opens next week at 
the Philadelphia Hole! on 12 
March and runs till the eve¬ 
ning of 14 March. 

What makes this show 
such an exciting and impor- 
tani event is its sheer size, 
which positions it as the sec¬ 
ond largest computer and 
information technology event 
in Jordan.' after the Middle 
East Technology Show 
t'METSl. with some 30 par¬ 
ticipants. The idea behind the 
show is to bring together Jor¬ 
danian local dealers and dis¬ 
tributors of American com¬ 
puter and information 
technology products. 

Participating companies 
include Access. Applied 
Technical Services tATS). 
Arabia.On.Line. ARAMEX. 
Arabist. Arabian Office 
Automation (AOAj. 


Armoush Investment Co.. Al 
Rai newspaper. Business 
Optimization Consultants 
iBOCt. B)TE Middle East 
magazine. Computer Appli¬ 
cations & Technical Services 
(CATS). Computer Network¬ 
ing Services (CNS). General 
Computers & Electronics 
(GCE). Ideal Group. Ideal 
Systems. Mirage Information 
Technology Croup tMIG'), 
Magnet. Modern Information 
Systems Design IM1SD). 
Modern Systems & Com¬ 
puter Trade. National Equip¬ 
ment & Technical Services 
{NETS). Jordan Mobile Tele¬ 
phone Services (FastLinkl. 
Global One/Sprint Jordan. 
Integrated Business Services 
ilBS). Jordan Microtech, 
Jordan Radio Paging <JRP|. 
Sinam integrated Systems 
(SIS). Smart Systems. Spe¬ 
cialized Technical Services 
(STS). Special Systems Co. 
iSSCl and Tantash Informa¬ 


tion Systems Group (TISG). 

Of these companies the 
sponsors include Access, 
A RAM EX, Al Rai newspa¬ 
per. Armoush Investment 
/ Co. (McDonalds). BYTE 
Middle East, Mirage Infor¬ 
mation Technology Group 
(MIG), Global One/Sprint 
Jordan and FastLink. 

The show will offer all the 
latest hardware and software 
products to arrive from the 
US market and you can 
expect to find many attrac¬ 
tive deals, all under one roof. 

Show hours on Thursday 
10 and Friday 11. March will 
be from 10.00 am to 1.00 
pm. then from 4.00 pm to 11 
pm. 

If you're a computer and 
technology fan, or simply 
interested in finding out 
what technology can do for 
you. don't miss it. ■ 


News update 


Intel Pentium MMX is 
here 


• There's an enhanced Pen¬ 
tium proccsxqj;,. from Intel, 
and its beginning to appear in 
PC systems. The enhanced 
processor is called the Pen¬ 
tium P55C. and includes- a 
new technology known as 
MMX. MMX-enabled proces¬ 
sors are designed to optimize 
the performance of Windows 
applications that support the 
technology. Already a num¬ 
ber of applications from 
Microsoft and other compa- 


the first year of the projects 
operation. 

The moves of these multina¬ 
tionals towards providing 
Internet services makes the 
increase u! the Internet usage 
on u global scale a mutter of 
time. These companies' quick 
adaptation to the Internet and 
their successful entry into the 
global market should provide a 
lesson for other telephone ser¬ 
vice operators around the 
world. 

When, one may wonder, 
could we expect the Jordan 
Telecommunications Co.. 
(JTCl to adapt to these 
changes’ That's one issue 
which the JTC should be seri¬ 
ously considering. 

email: 

A bbassi & NETS.com. Jo 


nies like Adobe utilize the 
performance increase. If 
MMX-enabled processors 
continue to deliver such 
improved performance, and 
with the 2<WMHz Pentium 
MMX processor being only S 
41 more expensive than the 
regular 200MHz Pentium, 
you can expect to it to catch 
on very well. Already, most 
major American 
PC suppliers offer 
MMX Pentium 
chips in their 
main PC ranges. 

In a month or 
two. you’ll see 
Jordanian dealers 
announcing 
MMX-enabled 
processors. When 
that happens, let's 
hope that Arabic 
Windows applica- 
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lions will be optimized to uti¬ 
lize the performance 
increase. 

Arabia’s Bookstore 

• Arabia.On.Line (AROL) 
has announced the first Inter¬ 
net bookstore for Arab users, 
allowing them to order their 
favourite books 
electronically. 
Although there are 
a number of Inter¬ 
net bookstores 
already available. 
AROLS's service 
offers books 
related to the Arab 
World, and written 
by Arab authors. 
To check out this 
Arab bookstore, 
log into address: 
www.arabia.com. 
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‘PC price watch’ in Jorda^ 

WITH THE American ^^^th^ngTlookS^^cfcat 
next week to be exact-—tts B there, haye, 

MSSta T£S months, in ienns of pn® 

tiums has somewhat ctecreas - In six mo nthsagQV» 

don today is ^ “a^oLed option for oog 

the Pentium 133 MHz availability of -I6SMH? 

entry-level buyers m spite of® prices: A "logieat rtafr 

s sararetffflftSESissaS 

S’mM iJSSSTS*-. jgBc-ta- *9*4 

above may not apply to inexpensive 16 ‘swell?. - 

some suppliers). Naturally, there has bee t w e ent^-leVefltS?vT 
• - •— of hard disk storage available to the entry-ieve^^ . 
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[ Microsoft’s Internet 
! Arabic Explorer 3.01 
j arrives, offered free 

I MICROSOFT HAS announced its 
long-awaited version of Internet 
I Explorer with Arabic Support It is 
I available for Windows 95 and it is 
| offered absolutely free! 

For more Information, c ontac t 
: Specialized Technical Services (STS), 
the Microsoft authorized distributor 
in Jordan, on telephone 827611. * 


Microsoft' 


"'•Viri 




Exolorer 


in the size -- 

user. Gone are die days, two years^ago 
put up with 
expect at ‘ 
with the 
MB RAM 

ans are not short of memory, at reasonable P^ces. 

Here it is important to note that the V 

above all. a result of high competition m 
among over 100 companies that 

the pnees that arrive in Jordan transpire from the intetnfrvT: -. *-• 
tional market; quite quickly if l may add. _ . '£2 

Moving onto issues of peripherals and acMSSOnes._W|. 
market has obviously made a smooth shift to *5 wch mongj 
tors, with many users willing to pay the little 
required— about JD 100 of the total price which may- 
hover around JD 1.200 for a well-equipped Pentium. 

On the multimedia side, the fast transfer of the 
multi media tech oologies" abroad to the Jordanian, maneeqj,-.^^ 
has been quite impressive with almost every suppUer in « -. 
Jordan offering the Eight Speed CD-ROMwadays,j* 
full multimedia kit: including an Eight Speed CD-RUM,^ ., .,- 
sound blaster and two speakers is priced at about JD ^ 

The picture is not so crystal clear when it comes to tjie. 
printers market, as the fluctuating prices of new produaS; 
make it somewhat difficult to determine a general pnc» 
range. However, the inkjet printer seems to have corn form 
bly replaced the dot-matrix in the Jordanian market, overc 
the past three years, reaching a stage where there is a high' 
percentage of color ink-jet sales, compared to black tmd- 
white units. You can expect to get a good quality. lower; 
end. ink-jet unit for about JD 280 to JD 330. 

One market has sharply taken off from the end of 1 
throughout 1996 and obviously into 1997 is the modeni K.'_j; 
market. Modems offering speeds of 2S.S kilobits per secrr. 
ond (kpbs) are obviously the mainstream choice today m™. ga . 
the Jordanian market, with the major brands being pneetf^^*,- 
from about JD 220 to JD 330, depending on whether the*-— • 
unit is internal or external and the prices in the modems 
market keep on dropping. As it seems, the Internet and on r : j^:- 
line services craze in the country is driving the decrease^^^S^;* 

AH in all, the picture is much brighter for Jordanian conv^^y 
purer buyers as they can obtain several times more the^ v ^ y 
computing power today, than was possible a coupled 
. Sti 


years ago. 


___ Jtill. one thing, interestingly,. never. chaqgefj. 

the entry-level price of the day’s mainstream technology* 
continues to revolve around .around JD 1,200. .. -Sfffz- 
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Too many years of answering 
the Bell take toll on Leonard 


By Jennifer Frey 

ATLANTIC CITY—Sugar Ray 
Leonard retired for the fifth 
time Saturday night, after Hec¬ 
tor "Macho" Camacho pum- 
meled him so badly in the fifth 
round of their fight at the Atlan¬ 
tic City Convention Center that 
the referee had to put a stop to 
iL Le's hope Leonard means rt 
this time. 

When Leonard walked into 
the ring shortly before midnight 
— to a crowd response that was 


favorable, but could hardly be 
called electric—there surely 
were people who looked -at his 
trim, seemingly well-toned 
body and had flashbacks to the 
great fights he had against the 
likes of Thomas Hearns and 
Marvin HagJer and Wilfred 
Benitez. 

Others didn’t. Others were 
thinking about Leonard's previ¬ 
ous fight, the one against Terry 
Norris in February 1991. That 
fight, which represented Leo¬ 
nard’s fourth comeback 


attempt, was pitiful, pathetic, 
horrible for any Leonard fan— 
for any boxing fan—to watch. 
After that performance, it was 
hard to imagine Leonard ever 
stepping inio the ring again. 
And his decision to do so—at 
age 40. after six years of inac¬ 
tivity—was both sad and 
disturbing. 

So, too, was his performance 
in the ring Saturday nighL Box¬ 
ing with what he said later was 
a lom right calf muscle so debil¬ 
itating dial his doctors encour¬ 



aged him not to fight, and box¬ 
ing without any of his old 
aggression. Ray got knocked 
down in the first round and 
again in the fifth, shortly before 
referee Joe Cortez, called a halt 
to the fight Leonard was off 
balance, tentative and awkward 
in the ring. 

And the end was downright 
ugly. As Camacho pinned him 
against the ropes and battered 
him with a series of punches. 
Leonard almost seemed in dan¬ 
ger of getting seriously hurt. 
Ringside, in the first row of 
seats. Leonard’s second wife. 
Bernadette, threw her right arm 
in front of her face, as if she 
were trying to ward off the 
blows herself. 

"No, Sugar. No. Sugar." Ber¬ 
nadette wailed, her eyes still 
glued to her husband, despite 
her obvious desire not to watch. 

Somebody should have said 
those words—“No. Sugar" — 
long before Saturday nighL 
There are few things in sport 
sadder than watching a once- 
great champion lose to a man 
who never will be even 
remotely close to his equal. Leo¬ 
nard has a good life, a beautiful 
family, and—according to his 
own insistence—no financial 
problems that would have 
necessitated a comeback. Still, 
he couldn’t stay away. 

“As usual. I live on the edge. 
I try to defy the odds." Leonard 
said. "I once again iried to show 
defiance by coming back at the 
tender age of 40 — although 40 
is not an old man," 

But Leonard looked like an 
old man—not when he weighed 
in early in the morning, his 
body sleek and toned at 159 
pounds, but when he actually 
stepped into the ring to face 
Camacho. Ajjtfgvhen he arrived 
at the postmafch news confer¬ 
ence. a cut above his left eye 
taped shut, his face lined with 
exhaustion, he had to be helped 
to the lectern. 

‘This is indeed my last 
fight," Leonard said. "One thing 
about me—it doesn't take a sci¬ 
entist to understand if you’re 
stopped in a fight, that's indica¬ 
tive of retirement." 

The Norris fight was indica¬ 
tive of retirement, too. but Leo¬ 
nard did not seem to learn his 
lesson that lime. He talked at 
length this past week about why 


he had decided to make a come- 
hack after so long—why. he 
wanted to fight now that he is a 
grandfather, years and years 
removed from the last of his six 
championships. He talked about 
his drive, about his desire, about 
his inability to walk away from 
a sport that made him feel so 
very. well, alive. And he really 
did sound like he meant all of it. 
But the much-maligned Cama¬ 
cho had just os wise an answer 
to that question. 

"Right now, he’s earning 
three, four million." Camacho 
said. "Nobody in this room, 
including me. could earn that 
much money in a day. So if he 
can pick up that much moqey— 
why not gel your butt kicked?" 

Speaking of money, one 
reporter at the postmatch news 
conference interrupted a long 
Leonard love-fesl by asking a 
rather pointed question. After 
listening to Leonard, his doctor 
and his trainer all talk about the 
poor stale of Leonard's right calf 
—Leonard said he had to visit 
the hospital for the problem two 
weeks ago—the reporter asked 
Leonard how he could justify 
charging fight fans S35 a ticket 
when he knew, going in. that he 
was “damaged goods.” 
Although some of Leonard’s 
fans in the room hissed, it was a 
more than reasonable query. ”1 
gave KXJ percem." Leonard 
said. "I gave more than most 
people give when they are in 
*napc. J don't feel bad. I gave it 
all 1 had." 

But all Leonard has is not 
enough anymore, not even with 
the healthiest caff in America. 
He made that painfully obvious 
Saturday nighL when he fol¬ 
lowed up the Norris debacle 
with yet another disaster. 

Hopefully, this time. Leonard 
really will get the message. He 
sounded convinced on Saturday, 
especially when he said this; 
“Always trying to come back 
and beat the odds is one thing. 
But there comes a point in eve¬ 
ryone's life that you just have to 
accept that you don’t have it.” 

Leonard’s had a hard time 
accepting that in the past. If he’s 
smart, though. Camacho has 
taught him his last lesson. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Serve c 



Yankees 

deal with Adidas 


By Steve Zipay and Jon 
Heyman 

NEW YORK—In a move that 
pushes the envelope of base¬ 
ball's traditional marketing 
and licensing structure—and at 
the same time opens a poten¬ 
tial revenue stream for ball- 
clubs—New York Yankees 
owner George Steinbrenner 
and adidas Monday night 
announced a sponsorship and 
marketing deal that sources 
said was worth $93 million 
over 10 years. 

The wide-ranging deal, 
which begins immediately, 
includes adidas buying out¬ 
field. backstop and exterior 
signage at Yankee Stadium, 
advertising on the team’s 
broadcasts and in team publi¬ 
cations. The partners, in a joint 
statement, also said they would 
‘’collaborate on joint programs 
involving certain athletic 
equipment and apparel, within 
the Yankee rights,” 


The first part of the arrange¬ 
ment should pose no problems 
for baseball; the second could 
prompt a legal challenge, 
depending on the details of the 
deal and baseball’s review, 
sources said. 

In January, owners signed 
an agreement designating 
Major League Baseball Enter¬ 
prises, the business and mar¬ 
keting division, as the broker 
for deals involving uniforms, 
jackets and caps and that all 
clubs would share in the reve¬ 
nues, Russell Athletic is base¬ 
ball's exclusive official uni¬ 
form supplier. 

A source familiar with the 
adidas deal, which will more 
than cover the Yankees’ $5 
million payroll tax for the 
1997 season, said the com¬ 
pany’s three-stripe logo will 
not appear on Yankee 
uniforms. 

But adidas products will be 
“placed throughout the Yan¬ 
kees organization and will be 
promoted to its fan base and 
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used as part of the Yanketa/^i' 
adidas community outrtach»\ - 
programs.” die partners saijd.^^'_ 
So, it appears that as DallspVi' 
Cowboys owner Jerry Jooes*^- 
did in cutting Texas StadJtmp'.A. 
deals with Nike and 
putting him at odds with : 

NFL. Steinbrenner is bendmgSA ft 
the rules to bis advantage. Arid 
it could affect basebalt^"^? 
power to secure other deafe;.^’ 
with adidas competitors. ' 
Steinbrenner and other rf.L:.: 
ers shot down a proposed ips^;£\ 
year, $350 million league 
apparel deal with Nike ifia^Vz 
Reebok last year, contending-^*.V 
that the payouts were too 
“We are in touch with th£f 
Yankees, but we do not have”, 
the details and until we do, itsf-r?- 
very difficult for me to share -'": 
with you what our views ari&.&^l 
but as soon as we do. we' wHi 1 ^*; 
tell you what we think the stri-. 
ation is,” Greg Murphy, the 
president and CEO pf ; MLB , b^. : 
Enterprises, said Monday. ■ : >L\ 


Juventus not 
celebrating too soon 


’ .’ ’V'fb.*- 


ROME—As far as most people are concerned, 
Juventus have the Italian league title in their 
grasp while their rivals are fighting for second 
place. 

That is not entirely how coach Marcello 
Lippi sees it, despite the pleasure of seeing a 
depleted Juventus easily overcome Vicenza 2-0 
at home last Saturday to build up a command¬ 
ing seven point lead in Serie A. 

The European Cup holdens have a tiring 
week ahead of them, with a trip to Norway for 
a cup quarterfinal first leg match j against 
Rosenborg this Wednesday and a top of the 
table league clash against Inter in Milan this 
Sunday. 

On paper, the Norwegian pan-timers are the 
weakest opponents Juventus could have drawn 
although they managed to knock AC Milan out 


■ 

‘We need balance. I don't feel I can declare-iW 
the championship to be closed and 1 certah^J^i\4 
don’t want anyone to misinterpret my anaiysis^~^ 
of the situation." 

That said, Lippi praised his men for whatjfei|'$ 
said had constituted an extraordinary perfb^Ji 
mance in the circumstances, with regulars 
sandro Del Piero and Croat Alen Bofaiji 
injured and Frenchman Zinedine Zidane <&&\ 
qualified for one match. - T * 

French midfielder Didier Deschomps, 
was also injured, should be back in time^ 
Rosenborg but Boksic. who last played oh Jfesbj: 
uarv 1 .. ts likely to remain an absentee. 

Juventus fly to Trondheim on Tuesday 
the Croat may not even be on the plane. 

‘He's not ready and in the cup I caa ri 


although they managed to Knock AC Milan out ™ s not ready and in the cup I caa da 
at the Champions’ League stage despite having ta *^ e “ ve substitutes with me," said Lippi,-^ 

Incf hpmrilv tft lhf>m tn ihpil* mr*Atinn in will nlsn haiiA ... . ~ 


lost heavily to them in their meeting in 

Norway. 

Inter ore far more dangerous, having 
thrashed Juventus 3-0 in Milan in the Italian 
Cup in November. That remains the heaviest 
defeat Juventus have suffered this season with 
the Turin team unbeaten in the European Cup 
so far. 

‘If we go to Milan on Sunday and lose, then 
we have just four points advantage and the 
championship is re-opened with the usual 
debate, the same tiredold phrases." said Lippi. 


will also have to make do without Dei 
until the end of the month. 

In the absence of the leading lights,'^ 
midfielder Angelo Di Livio and Ste" 
Michele Padovano scored the goals- 'fa 
revamped Juventus team that still looted* 
different class to their Italian Cup fu 
opponents. . 

“J don’t see them slacking off at allri 
telteye it would be a mistake to consider^ 
lam situation to be resolved when it is still’ 
from being over," Lippi said. 




















